November 24, 2025

The West Bend City Council met in regular session at City Hall on Monday, November 24, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. with Mayor Andrew Virkler presiding.  
ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Roll call of the City Council was answered by Joe Montag, Chris Newton, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges and Brooke Winkelhorst.  Also present for the meeting were Police Chief, Anthony Laubenthal, Library Director, Lisa Riesenberg, Blake Banwart, Kent Wolfe, Joe Formaro and Ben Golden.   

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Moved by Chris Newton, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the agenda of the meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by 	Brooke Winkelhorst to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS – FILED PETITION:
A petition has been filed asking the City Council to look at alternative ideas for the wastewater treatment facility improvements.  Kent Wolfe attended the meeting to give a presentation to the Mayor and City Council.  The City Council will take the petition and information that was presented under advisement.
WEST BEND PUBLIC LIBRARY PRESENTATION – ANNUAL REPORT / PROPOSED FY 27 BUDGET:
Library Director, Lisa Riesenberg attended the meeting to present the West Bend Public Library Annual Report and the proposed FY27 budget request.  Discussion was held on percentage budgeted for wages.  After due discussion, 3% will be used for all City departments including the Library.
FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY ADDING A NEW SECTION PERTAINING TO SCOOTER REGULATIONS:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by	Chris Newton to approve the first reading of the proposed ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY ADDING A NEW SECTION PERTAINING TO SCOOTER REGULATIONS.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Chris Newton, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.
RESOLUTION APPROVING PAY APPLICATION NO. 3 TO CHARLES SARGENT IRRIGATION FOR THE WEST BEND WELL NO. 8 PROJECT:
Moved by Chris Newton, seconded by Linda Thilges to adopt Resolution #2025-45, a Resolution Approving Pay Application No. 3 To Charles Sargent Irrigation For The West Bend Well No. 8 Project.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Chris Newton, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION STATING THE SUBSTANTIAL COMPLETION OF THE WELL NO. 8 PROJECT FOR THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA:   
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by	Brooke Winkelhorst to adopt Resolution #2025-46, a Resolution Stating The Substantial Completion Of The Well No. 8 Project For The City Of West Bend, Iowa.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Chris Newton, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.  
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE ICE-SKATING PROGRAM ADMISSION AND RENTAL FEES:
Moved by Chris Newton, seconded by Brooke Winkelhorst to adopt Resolution #2025-47, a Resolution Establishing The Ice-Skating Program Admission And Rental Fees.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Chris Newton, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.   
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING POSITIONS AND WAGES FOR THE ICE-SKATING PROGRAM:
Moved by Chris Newton, seconded by Brooke Winkelhorst to adopt Resolution #2025-48, a Resolution Establishing Positions And Wages For The Ice-Skating Program.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Chris Newton, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst; “Nays’- None.  Resolution duly adopted.
ACCEPT AND PLACE ON FILE THE ABSTRACT OF VOTES OF NOVEMBER 4TH CITY/SCHOOL ELECTION:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by	Linda Thilges to accept and place on file the Abstract of Votes of November 4th City/School Election.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
RENEWAL OF CLASS C RETAIL ALCOHOL LICENSE – DOUBLE L SALOON:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by	 Linda Thilges to approve the renewal application submitted by Double L Saloon for a Class C Retail Alcohol License, effective December 14, 2025, pending dram endorsement.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
MAIN STREET SPECIALITIES QUOTATION – COMPUTER & ACCESSORIES:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by	Brooke Winkelhorst to approve Quote #2 submitted by Main Street Specialties for a computer ($4,435.36), docking station ($1,795.01) and router ($2,246.42) for a total cost of $8,476.79 for the West Bend Police Department.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.  
PACGDC MINI GRANT APPLICATION:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by	 Joe Montag to apply for a Mini Grant from PACGDC for the Telephone System Project, in an amount not to exceed $5,000.00.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
GAS/PUBLIC WORKS OPERATIONS REPORT:
Gas/Public Works Foreman, Trevor Bruhn prepared the Gas/Public Works Operations Report for the City Council to review.  Employees flushed hydrants, attended meetings and webinars, performed water and wastewater sampling, swept streets, read meters, made repairs at the water plant, completed monthly sampling and installed a new gas service.  Monthly water and wastewater reports have been submitted to the Iowa DNR.  IAMU assisted with gas regulator inspections and DJ Tree Service removed diseased trees in City easements.
COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES:
Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst and Joe Montag reported on meetings they have and will be attending.
COUNCIL REPORT:
The Council received copies of the WS#4 cash request along with its supporting documentation and the minutes from the October 15, 2025, West Bend Public Library Board Meeting.  The Council received an updated report prepared by ISG showing the progress that is being made on the different projects that they are working on for the City.  Information pertaining to the “Nourish on Wheels” trailer was included in the Council packets.  City Hall will be closed on December 26th, allowing City Hall employees to use their floating holiday.
OTHER BUSINESS:
Mayor Andrew Virkler informed the City Council that the agenda and minutes of the City Council Meetings will be posted on the City’s website.  
ADJOURNMENT:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Grant Gearhart to adjourn the meeting to Monday, December 15, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.    

ATTEST:

/s/ Kim Elbert					             /s/ Andrew Virkler
Deputy Clerk						Mayor 
