 December 15, 2025

The West Bend City Council met in regular session at City Hall on Monday, December 15, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. with Mayor Andrew Virkler presiding. 
ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Roll call of the City Council was answered by Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges and Brooke Winkelhorst. Council Member Chris Newton was absent.  Also present at the meeting were Gas/Public Works Foreman, Trevor Bruhn, ISG Representatives, Amanda Goodenow and Guadalupe Munoz Rocha, Blake Banwart, Joe Formaro, Kent Banwart, Kent Wolfe and Ben Golden.

A moment of silence was observed for the fallen and injured Iowa National Guard Members hurt during an attack in Syria this past weekend.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the agenda of the meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.    Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Grant Gearhart to approve the minutes of the previous meeting; the November 2025 Treasurer’s Report with a beginning balance of $2,020,089.11, receipts of $435,983.89, disbursements of $410,215.91 and an ending balance of $2,045,857.09; the November 2025 Budget Report and to order the following bills paid:

	IAMU
	APPRENTICE PROGRAM, INSPECTION
	3,732.30

	ACCO
	CHLORINATING SOLUTION, PARTS
	668.70

	UMB BANK
	INTEREST, BOND FEES
	7,575.00

	BENNETT RECYCLING
	GARBAGE & RECYCLING COLLECTION
	17,359.65

	CENTRAL IOWA DISTRIBUTING
	WIPE TOWELS
	115.79

	CENTURY LINK
	LONG DISTANCE SERVICE
	128.72

	CITY OF WEST BEND
	TRANSFERS, CAFÉ PLAN
	42,141.35

	CLAYTON ENERGY CORP
	RESERVATION, SERVICE, PURCHASED GAS
	30,679.77

	COMMUNITY LUMBER
	SUPPLIES
	439.54

	VISUAL EDGE IT
	COPIER CLICKS/MAINTENANCE
	255.09

	DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP
	GATE VALVES, FLANGES, PLUGS, NUTS
	5,202.00

	DEMCO
	BAGS, MAILING TAPE-LIBRARY
	51.27

	SPENCER OFFICE SUPPLIES
	COPY PAPER
	52.32

	ECOLAB
	PEST CONTROL
	110.33

	FIRST NATIONAL BANK
	BOOKS-LIBRARY
	276.73

	FRIENDS OF ICE SKATING
	SKATE RENTAL-FY26 SEASON
	2,000.00

	INGRAM
	BOOKS-LIBRARY
	889.80

	IOWA ONE CALL
	LOCATES
	45.00

	IOWA UTILITIES COMMISSION
	ASSESSMENT-ELECTRIC
	879.55

	IPERS
	IPERS REGULAR
	8,083.58

	IRBY ELECTRICAL DIST
	CROSSARMS, CABINETS, ELECTRIC SUPPLIES
	46,970.00

	KAMPEN FOODS
	PAPER TOWELS
	21.62

	RIESENBERG, LISA
	MILEAGE-LIBRARY
	99.40

	SEWELL, LISA
	MILEAGE, PLAQUE
	159.03

	MARTIN MARIETTA
	ROCK
	1,611.41

	NEW COOPERATIVE INC
	FUEL
	2,447.67

	MID AMERICAN ENERGY CO
	CASH REQUEST-DECEMBER
	17,000.00

	MIDAMERICA BOOKS
	BOOKS-LIBRARY
	68.85

	NIMECA
	PURCHASED POWER
	123,008.98

	NW COMMUNICATIONS
	TELEPHONE, INTERNET
	369.83

	OVERDRIVE
	EBOOKS, AUDIOS-LIBRARY
	291.59

	PALO ALTO CO HEALTH SYSTEM
	PHYSICAL
	92.00

	PALO ALTO CO LIBRARY ASSOC
	DUES-LIBRARY
	30.00

	PALO ALTO CO TREASURER
	CITY/SCHOOL ELECTION
	1,254.00

	PMC ADVANTAGE INSURANCE
	PREMIUM AUDIT-WORKERS COMP
	1,496.00

	UNITY POINT CLINIC
	DRUG TESTS
	84.00

	TREASURER-STATE OF IOWA
	SALES & USE TAX, EXCISE TAX, WITHHOLDING
	8,932.96

	TRISTAR BENEFIT ADMIN
	SELF INSURANCE CLAIM
	225.01

	US CELLULAR
	CELL PHONE SERVICE
	690.13

	VERMEER SALES & SERVICE
	LABOR, PARTS, FLOW SWITCH
	1,338.23

	WELLMARK BCBS
	HEALTH INSURANCE
	15,303.47

	WEST BEND FORD
	PARTS, LABOR, WIPER BLADES, BATTERY
	3,670.13

	WEST BEND RED POWER
	SCRUBBER REPAIR, CLEANER, PARTS
	2,265.00

	WEST BEND JOURNAL
	PUBLICATIONS-NOVEMBER
	252.23

	WEST BEND UTILITIES
	UTILITIES, REBATES
	8,320.44

	WEST IOWA BANK
	INTEREST, FEE, TRANSFER, DEPOSIT SLIPS
	16,402.15

	WALTER SCOTT DISBURSEMENT
	CASH RECONCILIATION-NOVEMBER
	19,426.51

	EFTPS
	FED/FICA TAX
	16,239.26

	STREICHER'S
	BOOT LACES, T-SHIRT
	82.99

	RAW CUSTOMS
	TIRES, TIRE PATCH, REMOUNT, BALANCE
	1,885.71

	GALLS
	BATTERIES
	88.97

	HIWAY TRUCK EQUIPMENT
	STEEL BED, INSTALLATION, BULBS
	5,778.97

	I & S GROUP INC
	ENGINEERING
	78,257.36

	CHEMQUEST INC
	CHEMICALS, MONITORING & TESTING
	1,950.67

	CHOSEN VALLEY TESTING
	DRILLING, SAMPLING, ANALYSIS
	10,000.00

	NATIONWIDE
	SURETY BOND
	275.00

	VERIZON
	DATA CARD-POLICE DEPT
	40.01

	BAHLER MECHANICAL
	LABOR-WATER PLANT HEATER
	107.00

	BRUHN, TREVOR
	POSTAGE-EQUIPMENT REPAIR
	14.90

	KNOWBUDDY RESOURCES
	BOOKS-LIBRARY
	135.82

	ZAUGG, AUDREY
	STARTING CASH-ICE SKATING
	85.00

	PEFA INC
	PURCHASED GAS
	21,372.09

	DON'S AUTO REPAIR
	SERVICE, REPAIR
	91.75

	FENCHEL, DOSTER, BUCK
	LEGAL SERVICES
	63.00

	KOSSUTH CO AUDITOR
	CITY/SCHOOL ELECTION
	511.13

	ECONO SIGNS LLC
	SIGNS
	172.62

	FOUNDATION ANALYTICAL
	WATER & WASTEWATER TESTS
	1,160.75

	BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING
	AUDIOBOOKS-LIBRARY
	156.78

	PINNACLE MARKETING GROUP
	WEST BEND WEBSITE
	79.00

	MIDWEST TECHNOLOGY
	SMART NVR BUNDLE, CAMERAS-1ST HALF
	7,009.98

	CUSTOM KONCRETE
	CEMENT PAD-RECYCLING
	33,799.00

	HUBBELL TRUCK & AG
	PARTS, LABOR-DUMP TRUCK
	1,995.09

	LIBERTY NATIONAL INS
	EMPLOYEE INSURANCE POLICIES
	227.00

	ADVANTAGE ADMINISTRATORS
	CAFE PLAN BILLING
	311.00

	AUREON
	DESKTOP COMPUTER/SET UP
	2,332.23

	AMARIL UNIFORM COMPANY
	FR CLOTHING
	5,351.73

	SARGENT DRILLING
	PAY APP #3-WELL #8 PROJECT
	153,779.35

	AVESIS
	VISION INSURANCE
	77.89

	DELTA DENTAL
	DENTAL INSURANCE
	218.24

	WL CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY
	DIAMOND BLADES-FIRE DEPT
	729.99

	STALZER, TREVER
	BOOTS
	213.99

	APPLIANCE PLUS CELLULAR
	CELL PHONE TAX
	154.38

	PAYROLL CHECKS
	TOTAL PAYROLL CHECKS
	57,207.79

	
	
	

	 
	CLAIMS TOTAL
	794,473.57

	 
	GENERAL FUND
	80,646.33

	 
	ROAD USE TAX FUND
	4,110.99

	 
	LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX FUND
	9,359.35

	 
	DEBT SERVICE FUND
	9,359.35

	 
	WATER FUND
	162,203.95

	 
	SEWER FUND
	96,318.71

	 
	ELECTRIC FUND
	275,923.49

	 
	KOPAEG FUND
	19,599.10

	 
	GAS FUND
	83,379.64

	 
	LANDFILL/GARBAGE FUND
	53,347.65

	 
	RISK MANAGEMENT/SELF-INS FUND
	225.01



Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY PROJECT:
ISG Engineers attended the City Council Meeting to update the City Council on information that was discussed with the Sewer Committee Members on Monday, December 1st regarding the Wastewater Treatment Facility Project.  The community members present at the City Council Meeting were given an opportunity to ask questions and make comments regarding wastewater treatment improvements.  ISG talked about scheduling a public forum sometime in March to update the community on the progress being made with the project and the proposed industrial-based customer agreements.
RESOLUTION APPROVING CHANGE ORDER NO. 3 FOR THE WEST BEND WELL NO. 8 PROJECT:
[bookmark: _Hlk216522452]Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Brooke Winkelhorst to adopt Resolution #2025-49, a Resolution Approving Change Order No. 3 For the West Bend Well No. 8 Project.    Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION APPROVING AMENDMENT TO THE CITY OF WEST BEND CAFETERIA PLAN:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to adopt Resolution #2025-50, a Resolution Approving Amendment To The City Of West Bend Cafeteria Plan.  Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING POSITIONS AND WAGES FOR THE ICE-SKATING PROGRAM:
Moved by Grant Gearhart, seconded by Linda Thilges to adopt Resolution #2025-51, a Resolution Establishing Positions And Wages For The Ice-Skating Program.  Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDING FOR CITY OF WEST BEND:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to adopt Resolution #2025-52, a Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of West Bend, Iowa, Authorizing An Application For Grant Funding For City Of West Bend.  Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDING FOR WEST BEND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Grant Gearhart to adopt Resolution #2025-53, a Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of West Bend, Iowa, Authorizing An Application For Grant Funding For West Bend Chamber Of Commerce.  Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDING FOR WEST BEND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Grant Gearhart to adopt Resolution #2025-54, a Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of West Bend, Iowa, Authorizing An Application For Grant Funding For West Bend Chamber Of Commerce.  Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDING FOR WEST BEND FIRE DEPARTMENT:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to adopt Resolution #2025-55, a Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of West Bend, Iowa, Authorizing An Application For Grant Funding For West Bend Fire Department.  Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDING FOR WEST BEND FIRE DEPARTMENT:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Grant Gearhart to adopt Resolution #2025-56, a Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of West Bend, Iowa, Authorizing An Application For Grant Funding For West Bend Fire Department.  Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY ADDING A NEW SECTION PERTAINING TO SCOOTER REGULATIONS:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the second reading of the ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY ADDING A NEW SECTION PERTAINING TO SCOOTER REGULATIONS.  Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.
APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE AND ALTERNATE REPRESENTATIVE – KOSSUTH WASTE MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION BOARD:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Joe Montag to appoint Andrew Virkler as the Representative and Grant Gearhart as the Alternate Representative for the City of West Bend on the Kossuth Waste Management Association Board.
CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP – CASEY’S GENERAL STORE (CLASS E RETAIL ALCOHOL LICENSE):
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Brooke Winkelhorst to approve the Change of Ownership Application submitted by Casey’s General Store for their Class E Retail Alcohol License.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
APPOINTMENT OF WEST BEND FIRE CHIEF:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the appointment of Travis Morey as the West Bend Fire Chief, effective January 1, 2026.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
APPOINTMENT OF WEST BEND ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the appointment of Gary Forsythe as the West Bend Assistant Fire Chief, effective January 1, 2026.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
POLICE REPORT:

Police Chief, Anthony Laubenthal submitted his monthly Police Report for the City Council to review.

ELECTRIC OPERATIONS REPORT:

Electric Operations Manager, Craig Olson prepared the Electric Operations Report for the month of November for the City Council to discuss.  The amount owed to West Bend by Pocahontas and Graettinger was noted. 

NIMECA UPDATES:

Electric Operations Manager, Craig Olson prepared information on different projects that NIMECA and West Bend Municipal Utilities will be looking at to meet future power needs.  Council Member Montag talked in more detail about the need for additional generation, proposed Common Transmission System improvements and other potential energy sources.

PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST POLICY:

The City Council discussed the need for a Public Records Request Policy.  The City Clerk will work on developing a policy for the City of West Bend and have it reviewed by the City Attorney prior to it being considered by the City Council.

SALE OF FIRE DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT:

Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the advertisement for the sale of a water tank with gas powered pump and utility box removed from the 1988 Ford F350 Fire Truck.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.   The City Council will consider bids received for the sale of the equipment at the January 12th Council Meeting.

RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR CONDUCT OF CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS:

The City Council would like to update the Procedure For Conduct Of City Council Business.  The City Clerk will prepare an updated policy for the City Council to consider.  The procedures will be reviewed by the City Attorney prior to it being considered by the City Council.

COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES:

Council Members reported on meetings that they plan to attend.

COUNCIL REPORT:
The Council Report was presented to the City Council.  ISG talked about the progress being made with the different projects that they have been working on for the City earlier in the meeting.  A budget workshop will be held following the City Council Meeting.
OTHER BUSINESS:
The Mayor acknowledged Council Member Chris Newton for his service to the community.  He also congratulated Grant Gearhart and Blake Banwart for their election to the City Council.
ADJOURNMENT:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Linda Thilges to adjourn the meeting to Monday, January 12, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
ATTEST:

/s/ Lisa Sewell						/s/ Andrew Virkler
City Clerk						Mayor 
