January 26, 2026

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:

Mayor Andrew Virkler called the regular meeting of the City Council to order on Monday, January 26, 2026, at City Hall at 7:00 p.m.    

ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Roll call of the City Council was answered by Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst and Blake Banwart.  Also present at the meeting was Joe Formaro.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the agenda of the meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.    Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by	Linda Thilges to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE GAS OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE PLAN REVISIONS 1.2 (EMERGENCY PLAN AND PROCEDURES) FOR THE WEST BEND MUNICIPAL UTILITIES:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by	Grant Gearhart to adopt Resolution #2026-4, a Resolution Approving The Gas Operations & Maintenance Plan Revisions 1.2 (Emergency Plan and Procedures) For The West Bend Municipal Utilities.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.  Resolution duly adopted.  

APPLICATION FOR TAX ABATEMENT – SCOTT & JACKIE KAMPEN RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY:

Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Brooke Winkelhorst to approve the Tax Abatement Application submitted by Scott & Jackie Kampen for the abatement of taxes on the residential property located at 17 3rd Street SW.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

CONFIRMATION AND APPROVAL OF HOUSING INTIATIVE GRANT PROJECT COMPLETION – SCOTT & JACKIE KAMPEN HOME:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by	Linda Thilges to confirm and approve Housing Initiative Grant Project completion for Scott and Jackie Kampen’s new home located at 17 3rd Street SW.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

WEST BEND COMMUNITY CENTER ANNUAL REPORT:

Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Joe Montag to approve and place the West Bend Community Center Annual Report on file.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.  

APPOINTMENT OF WEST BEND BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEMBER:

Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Blake Banwart to appoint Don Thul to the West Bend Board of Adjustment with a term to expire on July 1, 2029.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

APPLICATION FOR RENEWAL OF A CLASS E RETAIL ALCOHOL LICENSE INCLUDING AUTOMATIC RENEWAL ENROLLMENT – BROADWAY LIQUOR:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to approve renewal of Class E Retail Alcohol License including Automatic Renewal Enrollment for Broadway Liquor, effective March 17, 2026.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

SALE OF FIRE DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT:

Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Grant Gearhart to approve the offer submitted by Jeremy Schuver, in the amount of $250.00, for the purchase of the West Bend Fire Department’s Toyne Fire Utility Box.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried. 

GAS / PUBLIC WORKS OPERATIONS REPORT:

Gas/Public Works Foreman, Trevor Bruhn prepared the Gas/Public Works Operations report for the month of January for the City Council to discuss.    

COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES:

Council Members reported on meetings that they have attended or plan to attend.

COUNCIL REPORT:

The Council Report was presented to the City Council.  

OTHER BUSINESS:

No other business was discussed.

ADJOURNMENT:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by 	Linda Thilges to adjourn the meeting to Monday, February 9, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
The City Council will attend an informational meeting facilitated by ISG Engineers on Wednesday, January 28, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. at City Hall.
ATTEST:

/s/ Kim Elbert						/s/ Andrew Virkler
Deputy Clerk						Mayor 
