 February 9, 2026

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:
Mayor Andrew Virkler called the regular meeting of the City Council to order on Monday, February 9, 2026, at City Hall at 7:00 p.m.    
ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Roll call of the City Council was answered by Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst and Blake Banwart.  Council Member Grant Gearhart attended the meeting by telephone.  Also present at the meeting were Gas/Public Works Foreman, Trevor Bruhn and Joe Formaro.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the agenda of the meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.    Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Grant Gearhart to approve the minutes of the previous meeting; the January 2026 Treasurer’s Report with a beginning balance of $1,791,305.83, receipts of $612,991.45, disbursements of $492,453.07 and an ending balance of $1,911,844.21; the January 2026 Budget Report and to order the following bills paid:

	AMERICAN PUBLIC GAS
	SHRIMP/DIMP RENEWAL
	19.00

	AUDITOR OF STATE
	AUDIT FILING FEE
	425.00

	BENNETT RECYCLING
	GARBAGE & REYCLING COLLECTION
	17,561.95

	CITY OF WEST BEND
	CAFETERIA PLAN
	542.00

	CLAYTON ENERGY CORP
	RESERVATION, SERVICE, PURCHASED GAS
	41,731.94

	COMMUNITY LUMBER
	SUPPLIES
	343.38

	VEIT, LLC
	COPIER CLICKS/MAINTENANCE
	343.44

	DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP
	GASKETS, BOLTS
	665.00

	DEMCO
	BOOK SUPPLIES-LIBRARY
	90.18

	DGR ENGINEERING
	ELECTRIC RATE UPDATES
	140.00

	SPENCER OFFICE SUPPLIES
	OFFICE SUPPLIES
	166.97

	ECOLAB
	PEST CONTROL
	110.33

	FIRST NATIONAL BANK
	SUPPLIES, SERVICE CHARGE, BOOKS
	658.56

	HEIMAN FIRE EQUIPMENT
	LEATHER FRONTS
	138.35

	IOWA ONE CALL
	LOCATES
	18.90

	IOWA UTILITIES COMMISSION
	OCA LABOR-ELECTRIC
	36.50

	IPERS
	IPERS REGULAR
	8,256.62

	IRBY ELECTRICAL DIST
	ELECTRIC SUPPLIES
	3,057.64

	ELBERT, KIM
	IMFOA DUES
	50.00

	SEWELL, LISA
	IMFOA DUES
	50.00

	NEW COOPERATIVE INC
	FUEL
	2,688.55

	MICROMARKETING
	DVD'S-LIBRARY
	164.86

	MID AMERICAN ENERGY CO
	CASH REQUEST-FEBRUARY
	13,000.00

	NAPA AUTO PARTS
	GRINDER, BRUSHES, WHEELS
	184.72

	NIMECA
	PURCHASED POWER
	125,670.87

	NW COMMUNICATIONS
	TELEPHONE, INTERNET
	383.41

	OVERDRIVE
	EBOOKS/AUDIOS-LIBRARY
	1,467.86

	PALO ALTO CO HEALTH SYSTEM
	DRUG TESTS
	72.00

	PENWORTHY COMPANY
	BOOKS-LIBRARY
	317.66

	QUILL CORPORATION
	PAPER-LIBRARY
	43.99

	TREASURER-STATE OF IOWA
	SALES TAX, EXCISE TAX, WITHHOLDING
	8,812.57

	TRISTAR BENEFIT ADMIN
	SELF INSURANCE CLAIM
	366.85

	WELLMARK BCBS
	HEALTH INSURANCE
	17,489.68

	WEST BEND CHAMBER
	DUES
	100.00

	WEST BEND RED POWER
	BRAKE CLEANER, FILTER, PLUG
	95.42

	WEST BEND JOURNAL
	PUBLICATIONS-JANUARY
	355.66

	WEST BEND UTILITIES
	UTILITIES, REBATES
	11,724.66

	WEST IOWA BANK
	TRANSFER, WIRE FEE
	7,021.40

	DEARBORN LIFE INSURANCE
	EMPLOYEE LIFE INSURANCE
	241.50

	OLSON, CRAIG
	ROOM RENTAL, MEAL
	264.89

	WALTER SCOTT DISBURSEMENT
	CASH RECONCILATION-JANUARY
	8,383.08

	EFTPS
	FED/FICA TAX
	11,006.07

	RAW CUSTOMS
	TIRES, MOUNTING
	959.90

	I & S GROUP INC
	GENERAL SERVICES
	3,193.00

	VERIZON
	DATA CARD-POLICE
	40.01

	KC NIELSEN
	BATTERY CABLE CONNECTORS, RING
	88.84

	BAHLER MECHANICAL
	TRIP CHARGE-LIGHT PLANT
	80.00

	BRUHN, TREVOR
	SEAT-99 FORD F150
	100.00

	IOWA PUMP WORKS INC
	PUMP REPAIR-MAIN LIFT STATION
	1,783.55

	HUGHES PHARMACY SERVICES
	PREP PADS
	5.38

	PEFA INC
	PURCHASED GAS
	39,709.30

	FOUNDATION ANALYTICAL
	TESTS-WATER & WASTEWATER
	858.50

	BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING
	AUDIOBOOKS-LIBRARY
	119.81

	PINNACLE MARKETING GROUP
	WEST BEND WEBSITE
	99.00

	LIBERTY NATIONAL INS
	EMPLOYEE INSURANCE PREMIUMS
	227.00

	ADVANTAGE ADMINISTRATORS
	CAFE PLAN BILLING
	582.00

	AUREON
	OFFICE 365, ANTI-VIRUS, BACKUP
	424.45

	AMARIL UNIFORM COMPANY
	FR SWEATSHIRT
	215.61

	AVESIS
	VISION INSURANCE
	77.89

	DELTA DENTAL
	DENTAL INSURANCE
	218.24

	COMMUNITY FIRST AUTO PART
	ADAPTER
	49.20

	MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL UTILITIES
	GENERATION SCHOOL
	1,070.00

	REINBECK PUBLIC LIBRARY
	BOOK-LIBRARY
	26.00

	PAYROLL CHECKS
	TOTAL PAYROLL CHECKS
	40,095.16

	
	
	

	 
	CLAIMS TOTAL
	374,284.30

	 
	GENERAL FUND
	27,043.25

	 
	ROAD USE TAX FUND
	1,224.75

	 
	EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND
	75.90

	 
	WATER FUND
	7,564.67

	 
	SEWER FUND
	7,911.57

	 
	ELECTRIC FUND
	194,631.39

	 
	KOPAEG FUND
	15,061.83

	 
	GAS FUND
	102205.66

	 
	LANDFILL/GARBAGE FUND
	18198.43

	 
	RISK MANAGEMENT/SELF-INS FUND
	366.85



Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING EMPLOYEE HEALTH INSURANCE BENEFITS FOR FULL-TIME CITY EMPLOYEES:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to adopt Resolution #2026-5, a Resolution Establishing Employee Health Insurance Benefits For Full-Time City Employees.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.

RESOLUTION ADOPTING AVOIDED COST RATE FOR THE WEST BEND MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC UTILITY:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Brooke Winkelhorst to adopt Resolution #2026-6, a Resolution Adopting Avoided Cost Rate For The West Bend Municipal Electric Utility.    Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND ADOPTING THE IOWA LOSAP PROGRAM FOR THE VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to adopt Resolution #2026-7, a Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of West Bend Adopting The Iowa LOSAP Program For The Volunteer Firefighters.  Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
LAGOON VALVE REPLACEMENT:
The City Council had a lengthy discussion on information obtained from a meeting with the DNR and ISG on February 5th regarding the current wastewater treatment facility.   Clarification was made regarding the replacement of the valves at the lagoon with additional action being required by the City Council.  Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Blake Banwart to approve the immediate replacement of the two primary cell isolation valves and delay the replacement of the six draw-down valves at the lagoon until after the March 18th Wastewater Treatment Facility Improvements Project public meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.  Council Member Blake Banwart stated that he would like to invite Veenstra and Kimm Engineer, Ben Klaus to attend the next City Council Meeting and allow him an opportunity to speak about lagoons as it relates to the West Bend Wastewater Treatment Facility Improvements Project.  The consensus of the City Council was to allow this topic to be listed on the next City Council agenda.
SALE OF FIRE DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the sale of the Fire Department’s water tank and pump to Brian Morey, in the amount of $350.00, and allow the trade-in of a Badland ZXR 12,000 pound, 12-volt winch (valued at $350.00) to offset the equipment purchase price.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
APPLICATION FOR OUTDOOR DISPLAY OF FIREWORKS/PYROTECHNIC SPECIAL EFFECTS – J & M DISPLAYS:
Moved by Grant Gearhart, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the application submitted by J & M Displays, Inc. and sponsored by the West Bend Chamber of Commerce for the outdoor display of fireworks/pyrotechnic special effects scheduled for Saturday, July 4, 2026.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
SUMMER RECREATION PROGRAM DONATION:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve a donation to the West Bend Summer Recreation Program, in the amount of $1,000.00, payable from the Hotel/Motel Tax Fund.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
POLICE REPORT:

Police Chief, Anthony Laubenthal submitted his monthly Police Report for the City Council to review.  

ELECTRIC OPERATIONS REPORT:

Electric Operations Manager, Craig Olson prepared the Electric Operations Report for the month of January for the City Council to discuss.  

COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES:

Council Member Joe Montag reported that he will be attending a NIMECA Meeting on Tuesday, February 10th.  Discussion will be held on wind farms and batteries.

COUNCIL REPORT:
The Council Report was presented to the City Council.  
OTHER BUSINESS:
The Sewer Committee will be meeting next week to negotiate wastewater treatment agreements with Country Maid and Skoglund Meats.  The Grotto of the Redemption has received a tourism grant for advertising.  The LOSAP Program was discussed in further detail.
ADJOURNMENT:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Blake Banwart to adjourn the meeting to Monday, February 23, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
ATTEST:

/s/ Lisa Sewell						/s/ Andrew Virkler
City Clerk						Mayor 
