February 23, 2026

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:

Mayor Andrew Virkler called the regular meeting of the City Council to order on Monday, February 23, 2026, at City Hall at 7:00 p.m.    

ROLL CALL OF CITY COUNCIL:

Roll call of the City Council was answered by Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst and Blake Banwart.  Also present at the meeting were ISG Representatives, Amanda Goodenow and Guadalupe Munoz Rocha, PMC Advantage Services Insurance Agent, Bridget Galligan, Veenstra & Kimm Representatives, Ben Klaus and Doug DeBolt, Gas Public Works Employees, Trevor Bruhn and Jeremy Schuver, Neal Schmidt, Kent Wolfe, Julie Banwart, Brad Banwart, Joe Formaro, Lane Schmidt, Kylee Schmidt, Dave Gerber, John Bruellman, Galen Dykstra, Jordan Petersen, Kurt Banwart, Bruce Messner, Duane Metzger, Susan Traub and Tara Golden.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the agenda of the meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.    Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR A NOTICE OF HEARING ON THE CITY OF WEST BEND PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY FOR FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2026 – JUNE 30, 2027:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to adopt Resolution #2026-8, a Resolution Providing For A Notice Of Hearing On The City Of West Bend Proposed Property Tax Levy For Fiscal Year July 1, 2026 – June 30, 2027.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.  Resolution duly adopted.  

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, APPROVING ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR SPLIT-FUNDED PLAN:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Linda Thilges to adopt Resolution #2026-9, a Resolution Of The Mayor And City Council Of The City Of West Bend, Iowa, Approving Administrative Services Agreement For Split-Funded Plan.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.  Resolution duly adopted.  

AMENDMENT TO GENERAL ENGINEERING SERVICES AGREEMENT – ISG, INC:

ISG, Inc. Representatives, Amanda Goodenow and Guadalupe Munoz Rocha attended the City Council Meeting to give an overview of the general engineering services provided to the City through the current general engineering services agreement that was approved by the City Council in February of 2024.  ISG is proposing an amendment to the engineering services agreement that would extend the agreement for an additional two years and increase the hourly rate for the time + materials from $85.00 to $90.00.  Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the amendment to the General Engineering Services Agreement with ISG, Inc.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst; “Nays” – Blake Banwart.  Motion carried.  

WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS (VEENSTRA & KIMM PRESENTATION):

Veenstra & Kimm Representatives, Ben Klaus and Doug DeBolt attended the City Council Meeting to discuss the wastewater treatment improvements that the City of West Bend is facing.  They talked about their firm and the services that they provide.  Discussion was held on West Bend’s lagoon, its design capabilities, current operations, discharges and the need for a plan of action that would be cost effective for the community.  Questions were raised about another community that Veenstra & Kimm had assisted in making improvements.  They added cells to their existing lagoon in 2018 and have not been meeting their permit requirements. Veenstra & Kimm was not aware of this issue.    Doug DeBolt said that their firm would be willing to look at the research completed by ISG for the proposed Wastewater Treatment Facility Improvements Project.  They would give the City Council their opinion on what the best course of action would be moving forward.   The cost for these services was estimated to be around $3,000.00 - $5,000.00.  The Mayor asked for any additional comments from the City Council.  There being none, the discussion on this agenda item ended.

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE POLICY RENEWALS:

PMC Advantage Services Insurance Agent, Bridget Galligan was present at the City Council Meeting to discuss the City’s Commercial Policy renewals.  Bridget provided the City Council with information showing a history of annual premiums for comparison and a breakdown of each of the policy components.  The deductibles on the auto policy and the addition of a Violent Event Endorsement were talked about.   There is also an Equipment Breakdown Policy being offered by CNA through Jester on the IAMU master policy that would cover the commercial output equipment at the power plant.  The commercial output equipment is now an exclusion on the renewal insurance policy.  The cost for new policy would be $10,000.00.  Additional information will be obtained from Greg Fritz of NIMECA on the Equipment Breakdown Policy and the current values listed on the policy under the Municipal Power Plant.  The City Council will make a decision on the addition of the Equipment Breakdown Policy at the March 23rd City Council Meeting.   Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Grant Gearhart to approve the renewal of the Commercial Insurance Policy for the City of West Bend through PMC Advantage Insurance Services that includes an increase in auto deductibles to $2,000.00 on all vehicles and the addition of the Violent Event Endorsement with a one million dollar limit for an additional $220.00, with authorization to pay the insurance premium due to EMC Insurance Company, in the amount of $173,595.00.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.  

GAS / PUBLIC WORKS OPERATIONS REPORT:

Gas/Public Works Foreman, Trevor Bruhn attended the meeting and gave the City Council the Gas/Public Works Operations report for the month of February.

COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES:

Council Members reported on meetings that they have attended or plan to attend.

COUNCIL REPORT:

The Council Report was presented to the City Council.   Council Member Linda Thilges and Brooke Winkelhorst will attend the PACGDC Presentation of Grant Awards on Friday, March 6th. 

OTHER BUSINESS:

Council Member Joe Montag discussed the City Code in relation to sump pumps and footing tiles.  It is unlawful to discharge storm water into the sanitary sewer. A handout will be prepared for the March 18th informational meeting, so the public can be made aware of the Code requirements.

ADJOURNMENT:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Grant Gearhart to adjourn the meeting to Monday, March 9, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

ATTEST:

/s/ Lisa Sewell						/s/ Andrew Virkler
City Clerk						Mayor 
