 March 9, 2026

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:
Mayor Andrew Virkler called the regular meeting of the City Council to order on Monday, March 9, 2026, at City Hall at 7:00 p.m.    
ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Roll call of the City Council was answered by Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst and Blake Banwart.  Council Member Blake Banwart attended the meeting by telephone.  Also present at the meeting were Gas/Public Works Foreman, Trevor Bruhn, Police Chief, Anthony Laubenthal, Jordan Petersen, Joseph Formaro, Dan Lowe, Mark Fehr, Susan Traub, Tara Golden, Jessi Skoglund, Kent Banwart and Beth Banwart.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the agenda of the meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Moved by Grant Gearhart, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the minutes of the previous meeting; the February 2026 Treasurer’s Report with a beginning balance of $,1,911,844.21, receipts of $444,121.27, disbursements of $354,814.67 and an ending balance of $2,001,150.81; the February 2026 Budget Report and to order the following bills paid:

	IAMU
	DUES, GAS WORKSHOP, FEES
	8,965.44

	ACCO
	CHEMICALS
	927.25

	ADAIR COUNTY TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAX-WS#4
	233.00

	BENNETT RECYCLING
	GARBAGE & RECYCLING COLLECTION
	17,552.75

	RIESENBERG, L PETTY CASH
	POSTAGE-LIBRARY
	43.26

	CASS COUNTY TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAX-WS#4
	229.00

	CENTRAL IOWA DISTRIBUTING
	TOILET TISSUE, WIPES, GLOVES
	362.00

	CENTURY LINK
	LONG DISTANCE SERVICE
	25.82

	CITY OF WEST BEND
	CAFETERIA PLAN
	542.00

	CLAYTON ENERGY CORP
	PURCHASED GAS, RESERVATION, SERVICE
	32,209.50

	COMMUNITY LUMBER
	SUPPLIES
	710.45

	VEIT, LLC
	COPIER MAINTENANCE/CLICKS
	156.70

	DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP
	PIPE THREADER KIT, DIE HEAD KIT, SUPPLIES
	5,097.01

	DALLAS COUNTY TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAX-WS#4
	222.00

	DGR ENGINEERING
	RATE UPDATE, MISCELLANEOUS
	225.00

	SPENCER OFFICE SUPPLIES
	FILE FOLDERS, POST IT NOTES
	26.15

	ECOLAB
	PEST CONTROL
	110.33

	EGGERS ELECTRIC
	PARTS, LABOR
	2,186.98

	FIRST NATIONAL BANK
	ECNCI BOOKS, SUPPLIES, BOOKS-LIBRARY
	679.90

	CENGAGE LEARNING/GALE
	BOOKS-LIBRARY
	600.98

	GUM DROP BOOKS
	BOOKS-LIBRARY
	140.10

	HACH COMPANY
	TESTING SUPPLIES
	1,147.77

	HUMBOLDT CO TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAX-ELECTRIC
	50.00

	INGRAM
	BOOKS-LIBRARY
	833.16

	IOWA DEPT OF REVENUE
	STATEWIDE PROPERTY TAX
	53.99

	IPERS
	IPERS REGULAR
	8,267.04

	IRBY ELECTRICAL DIST
	ELECTRIC SUPPLIES, MANUALS
	30,551.97

	KOSSUTH CO TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAX-ELECTRIC
	1,752.50

	RIESENBERG, LISA
	MILEAGE-LIBRARY
	63.00

	SEWELL, LISA
	WASTEWATER CLASS, PET STATION BAGS
	692.49

	MADISON COUNTY TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAXES-WS#4
	186.00

	STOREY KENWORTHY
	LASER UTILITY BILLS
	754.45

	NEW COOPERATIVE INC
	FUEL
	1,425.52

	MICROMARKETING
	DVD'S-LIBRARY
	108.78

	MID AMERICAN ENERGY CO
	CASH REQUEST-MARCH
	9,000.00

	NIMECA
	PURCHASED POWER, DUES
	106,778.95

	NORTHERN MUNICIPAL DIST
	L & R FUND ASSESSMENT
	1,276.73

	NW COMMUNICATIONS
	TELEPHONE, INTERNET
	389.72

	OVERDRIVE
	EBOOKS/AUDIOS-LIBRARY
	379.95

	PALO ALTO CO TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAX-ELECTRIC
	2,513.00

	POLK COUNTY TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAX-WS#4
	163.00

	POTTAWATTAMIE TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAX-WS#4
	1,824.00

	SKARSHAUG TESTING LAB
	CLEAN & TEST EQUIPMENT
	167.90

	UNITY POINT CLINIC
	DRUG TESTS
	84.00

	TREASURER-STATE OF IOWA
	STATE SALES TAX, EXCISE TAX, WITHHOLDING
	10,410.67

	TRISTAR BENEFIT ADMIN
	SELF INSURANCE CLAIM
	800.00

	US CELLULAR
	CELL PHONE SERVICE
	1,230.26

	WELLMARK BCBS
	HEALTH INSURANCE
	17,489.68

	WEST BEND FORD
	PARTS, LABOR
	1,601.90

	WEST BEND RED POWER
	BATTERY, KIT, ORING, HARDWARE
	361.77

	WEST BEND JOURNAL
	PUBLICATIONS-FEBRUARY
	437.99

	WEST BEND UTILITIES
	UTILITIES, REBATE
	11,704.84

	WB SUMMER RECREATION
	DONATION
	1,000.00

	WEST IOWA BANK
	TRANSFER, WIRE FEE
	7,021.40

	OLSON, CRAIG
	ROOM RENTAL, MEALS, STOPWATCH
	326.65

	WALTER SCOTT DISBURSEMENT
	CASH RECONCILIATION-FEBRUARY
	12,261.46

	EFTPS
	FED/FICA TAX
	11,125.50

	LAUBENTHAL, ANTHONY
	CELL PHONE CASE
	70.65

	BROAD REACH
	BOOKS-LIBRARY
	132.83

	WEBSTER COUNTY TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAX-WS#4
	104.50

	CHEMQUEST INC
	MONITORING & TESTING
	695.00

	HEATH CONSULTANTS
	CALIBRATION
	588.68

	VERIZON
	DATA CARD-POLICE
	40.01

	KC NIELSEN
	HOOK KIT, BOLTS, HARDWARE
	30.55

	SURVEYING AND MAPPING LLC
	ANNUAL WEB MAINTENANCE
	2,640.00

	MIDWEST PUMP WORKS
	FLOW METER INSTALLATION
	1,958.55

	PYE BARKER FIRE & SAFETY
	INSPECTION, PARTS, LABOR
	3,095.51

	PEFA INC
	PURCHASED GAS
	36,268.26

	FOUNDATION ANALYTICAL
	TESTS-WATER
	30.00

	BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING
	AUDIOBOOKS-LIBRARY
	91.98

	PINNACLE MARKETING GROUP
	WEST BEND WEBSITE
	99.00

	LIBERTY NATIONAL INS
	EMPLOYEE INSURANCE POLICIES
	227.00

	ADVANTAGE ADMINISTRATORS
	CAFE PLAN BILLING
	582.00

	AUREON
	MANAGED BACKUP
	30.86

	KEMCO TIRES, INC
	TIRES-FORD F450
	2,063.90

	AVESIS
	VISION INSURANCE
	77.89

	DELTA DENTAL
	DENTAL INSURANCE
	218.24

	POLICE LEGAL SCIENCES
	LESSON PACKAGE-POLICE
	162.00

	STALZER, TREVER
	MUD BOOTS
	139.09

	LIBRARY FURNITURE INTL
	BOOKSHELF DISPLAY INSERTS
	857.85

	MAIN STREET SPECIALTIES
	TOUGHBOOK COMPUTER, ROUTER, INSTALL
	8,596.89

	KAMPEN, SCOTT & JACKIE
	HOUSING INITIATIVE GRANT
	20,000.00

	PAYROLL CHECKS
	TOTAL PAYROLL CHECKS
	40,023.12

	
	
	

	 
	CLAIMS TOTAL
	434,306.02

	 
	GENERAL FUND
	59,716.96

	 
	ROAD USE TAX FUND
	447.94

	 
	LOCAL HOTEL & MOTEL TAX FUND
	1,000.00

	 
	WATER FUND
	9,566.78

	 
	SEWER FUND
	6,943.15

	 
	ELECTRIC FUND
	223,437.82

	 
	KOPAEG FUND
	14,986.63

	 
	GAS FUND
	99,170.80

	 
	LANDFILL/GARBAGE FUND
	18,235.94

	 
	RISK MANAGEMENT/SELF-INS FUND
	800.00



Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR A NOTICE OF HEARING ON THE PROPOSED 2025-2026 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET AMENDMENT:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Brooke Winkelhorst to adopt Resolution #2026-10, a Resolution Providing For A Notice Of Hearing On The Proposed 2025-2026 Fiscal Year Budget Amendment.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.

RESOLUTION 	AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AMENDMENT TO ITS GAS SUPPLY AGREEMENT WITH PEFA, INC IN CONNECTION WITH THE RESET OF THE AVAILABLE DISCOUNT IN PEFA, INC.’S GAS PREPAYMENT PROJECT; APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS BY PEFA, INC.; AND RELATED MATTERS:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Grant Gearhart to adopt Resolution #2026-11, a Resolution Authorizing The Execution Of An Amendment To Its Gas Supply Agreement With PEFA, Inc In Connection With The Reset Of The Available Discount In PEFA, Inc.’s Gas Prepayment Project; Approving The Issuance Of Bonds By PEFA, Inc.; And Related Matters.    Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, ADOPTING AN ELECTRIC RELIABILITY PLAN FOR THE WEST BEND MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC UTILITY:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Linda Thilges to adopt Resolution #2026-12, a Resolution Of The City Of West Bend, Iowa, Adopting An Electric Reliability Plan For The West Bend Municipal Electric Utility.  Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
MOSQUITO CONTROL CONTRACT – MOSQUITO CONTROL OF IOWA:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the contract submitted by Mosquito Control of Iowa, in the amount of $5,230.00, for mosquito control services.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
ENGINEERING SERVICES AGREEMENT – VEENSTRA & KIMM INC.:
No action was taken on approving the engineering services agreement submitted by Veenstra & Kimm, Inc.  The City Council would like to make sure that if a second opinion on the Wastewater Treatment Improvements Project is obtained that it is a fair assessment and not influenced by outside sources.  Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to obtain a second opinion on the Wastewater Treatment Facility Project by requesting an engineering services proposal from an unbiased firm that will evaluate the current influent and effluent flow data and compare the performance of the lagoon system against the design standards. Roll call of vote, “Aye” – Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – Joe Montag.   Motion carried.
MANAGED IT/CYBER SECURITY/BACKUP QUOTATION – VISUAL EDGE IT:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the quotation submitted by Visual Edge It, in the amount of $662.28 monthly recurring fee and $1,457.78 one-time fee, for managed IT, cyber security and backup services.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
GIFT OF PROPERTY – GREENMAR, LLC:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Grant Gearhart to accept the gift of real estate offered by  Greenmar, L.L.C. described as the West Thirty-Six Feet (36’) of Lots One And Two (1 &2), Block Seven (7), in the original Town of West Bend, Iowa and direct the City Attorney to prepare the necessary transfer document.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.  The City will incur all costs associated with the transfer of this real estate.
POTENTIAL WIND FARM / BATTERY STORAGE PROJECTS:
Council Member Joe Montag presented information to the City Council regarding potential wind farm and battery storage projects that NIMECA has been exploring.  He also talked about West Bend’s electric distribution system and how energy needs have grown over the last ten years.  The current wind contract that NIMECA has will expire in 2031.  About 43% of West Bend’s electric power comes from wind sources.  The remainder is coal plant generated.  Joe Montag felt that there was still more information that needed to be obtained on the battery storage.  The consensus of the City Council was to indicate to NIMECA that West Bend would be interested in obtaining 45-50% of its energy requirements from wind generation. 
TRESPASSING ON CITY PROPERTIES:
Police Chief, Anthony Laubenthal was present at the City Council Meeting to discuss trespassing on City properties.  Anthony was made aware that Kent Wolfe had trespassed on the lagoon property again after he was told several months ago that he did not have permission to access the area. The City Council discussed prosecution for the repeat violation.  Council Member Blake Banwart stated that he had given Kent permission to enter the lagoon property.  The Police Chief explained that the Mayor and City Council are local officials and do not have the authority to allow entry to any of the City properties.  They themselves are not to enter City facilities without being accompanied by authorized City personnel.  The City Council was told that this is a liability concern as well.  Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Blake Banwart to forgo the filing of charges against Kent Wolfe for a recent trespassing violation.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.  The City Council stated that this will be Kent Wolfe’s final warning and any future violations of the law will be prosecuted.
POLICE REPORT:

Police Chief, Anthony Laubenthal submitted his monthly Police Report for the City Council to review.  

ELECTRIC OPERATIONS REPORT:

Electric Operations Manager, Craig Olson prepared the Electric Operations Report for the month of February for the City Council to discuss.  

COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES:

Council Member Linda Thilges reported that she had attended the Palo Alto County Gaming Development Corporation Grant Award Celebration.  Mayor Andrew Virkler gave a presentation to the 4th grade class at the West Bend-Mallard Community School.

COUNCIL REPORT:
The Council Report was presented to the City Council.  
OTHER BUSINESS:
No other business was discussed.
ADJOURNMENT:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to adjourn the meeting to Monday, March 23, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
ATTEST:

/s/ Lisa Sewell 						/s/ Andrew Virkler
City Clerk						Mayor 
