
	[image: ]
	WEST BEND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION
	PO BOX 111
WEST BEND, IA  50597







2026-2027 FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT GRANT PROGRAM GUIDELINES

West Bend Economic Development Corporation (WBEDC) has created a grant opportunity for City of West Bend downtown businesses to make improvements to the exterior of their buildings.  Business property owners may be eligible to receive a grant that will allow for the preservation and rehabilitation of the exterior of their commercial properties, thereby enhancing the overall appearance of the West Bend business district.

FACADE GRANT PROGRAM:
WBEDC will make funds available for eligible commercial property owners to improve the appearance and stability of their building facades.  Property owners may apply to receive grant funds up to 50% (with a maximum of $5,000) of the total cost of their façade rehabilitation.  The property owner pays the remaining 50%.  This is a competitive grant program, and funds are limited.  Grant applications are reviewed by the WBEDC Façade Committee and must be approved by the WBEDC Board of Directors.  WBEDC will pay the grant funds to the approved grantee after the approved grantee has submitted proof of the expenditures to the WBEDC Façade Committee and after the work is completed and approved by the WBEDC Board of Directors.  If the project duration encompasses more than one calendar year from the award date, the grantee must submit a request for an extension for their project.

	
ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS

Owners of existing properties with a current business use located in the designated downtown business district are eligible to apply for a Façade Improvement Grant.  Downtown business properties with mixed business and residential use are eligible to apply for the Façade Improvement Grant.  One grant is allowed per business per year.




ELIGIBLE IMPROVEMENTS:
· Doors and Windows
· Exterior Paint/Trim
· Soffit, Fascia, Flashing, and Gutters
· Siding/Trim
· Roofing
· Tuckpointing
· Foundation Repair
· Sidewalks
· Awnings
· Signage

NON-ELIGIBLE IMPROVEMENTS:
· New Construction-creation of a new structure or facility where none exists at present, or the total replacement of an existing structure with a new one, or a substantial addition to an existing building
· Property Acquisition
· Interior Remodeling
· Architectural or Engineering Services
· Legal, Insurance, and Permit Expenses
· Improvements covered by insurance claims

APPLICATION PROCEDURES:
The applicant shall submit the following information on the grant application along with supporting documentation:
· Name, address, phone number, email, and address of property/property owners
· Written project description outlining the proposed project
· Proof of ownership
· Photographs of the property before the project begins
· Contractor's specifications of construction methods and materials
· Itemized estimate of total cost of the project

	
TIMELINES

Grants and applications will be reviewed and approved on a first come, first served basis as expediently as possible.  The WBEDC Façade Committee meets on an as needed basis.  We ask that you please submit your completed application and supporting documentation to the WBEDC, c/o City of West Bend, 301 South Broadway Avenue, PO Box 348, West Bend, IA  50597.  The application will be reviewed by the WBEDC Façade Committee as expeditiously as possible.  It will then be forwarded to the WBEDC Board of Directors with the committee’s recommendation of funding.




GRANT ADMINISTRATION/PAYMENT:
· Letter of Award – WBEDC will send the approved grantee two (2) copies of a “Letter of Award”.  The letter shall include the amount of the facade grant, and the conditions associated with it as well as the expiration date.  The applicant shall return one (1) signed copy of the award letter to the WBEDC, c/o City of West Bend, which will represent acceptance of its terms.
· The property owner, contractor, or their agent must secure the building permit(s) (if required) and will be expected to complete the project in accordance with all applicable codes, ordinances, laws, and standard engineering practices.
· Following the completion of the project, the approved grantee must submit to WBEDC all final bills and an expense summary.
· WBEDC Façade Committee will inspect the project for compliance (based on the approved application) and make its recommendation to the WBEDC Board of Directors for payment of the grant award.
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