March 23, 2026

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:
The West Bend City Council met in regular session at City Hall on Monday, March 23, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. with Mayor Andrew Virkler presiding.  
ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Roll call of the City Council was answered by Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst and Blake Banwart.  Also present at the meeting were Joe Formaro, Tara Golden, Susan Traub and Hailey Banwart.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Grant Gearhart to approve the agenda of the meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the minutes of the March 9, 2026, City Council Meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED 2025-2026 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET AMENDMENT:
The Mayor announced that this was the time and place set for the public hearing on the proposed 2025-2026 fiscal year budget amendment.  The Mayor asked if there were any comments from the public on the proposed amendment.  The City Clerk was asked to provide those present with information detailing the need for the budget amendment.  There being no other comments, the Mayor declared the public hearing closed.
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, ADOPTING THE BUDGET AMENDMENT FOR THE 2025-2026 FISCAL YEAR:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Brooke Winkelhorst to approve Resolution #2026-13, a Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of West Bend, Iowa, Adopting The Budget Amendment For The 2025-2026 Fiscal Year.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.     
RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR A NOTICE OF HEARING ON THE CITY OF WEST BEND PROPOSED 2026-2027 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET: 
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Grant Gearhart to adopt Resolution #2026-14, a Resolution Providing For A Notice Of Hearing On The City Of West Bend Proposed 2026-2027 Fiscal Year Budget.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.  
EQUIPMENT BREAKDOWN COVERAGE:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Brooke Winkelhorst to approve the addition of equipment breakdown coverage, through CNA, to the City’s master property/liability policy, in the amount of $10,000.00, payable to PMC Advantage Insurance Services.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
WEST BEND URBAN RENEWAL AREA:
The City Council was asked about adding property to the West Bend Urban Renewal Area.  The area being discussed was initially put into the taxing district in February of 2005 but has since reached its sunset date.  West Bend Economic Development may have a project that would be located in this area so to take advantage of Tax Increment Financing, the property must be put back into the West Bend Urban Renewal Area.  The consensus of the City Council was to add the 2005 property back into the West Bend Urban Renewal Area.  The City’s bonding attorney will be contacted to begin work on the West Bend Urban Renewal update.
WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY PROJECT:
The Mayor talked about the attendance at the Wastewater Treatment Facility Project Informational Meeting held on March 18th at the West Bend Community Center.  He also discussed an email that he received from the Iowa DNR regarding a request for an extension to the May 2029 wastewater compliance schedule.  The City Council would like to see the valve replacement completed and monitor the flows and loads following the maintenance.  Tom Atkinson of ISG Engineering will be assisting Gas/Public Works Foreman, Trevor Bruhn in formulating new procedures for future operations, maintenance and drawdowns at the lagoons.  The City Council talked about the need for a plan going forward.  A meeting will be set up with ISG Engineering and the Sewer Committee.  Discussion will be held on the main lift station and SAGR system design timelines, cost estimate for a proposed project that provides for the discharge of the lagoon to the west fork of the Des Moines River, DNR extension request and load and flow monitoring.  The majority of the City Council would still like to continue the pursuit of a second opinion on the Wastewater Treatment Facility Project.

GAS/PUBLIC WORKS OPERATIONS REPORT:
Gas/Public Works Foreman, Trevor Bruhn prepared the Gas/Public Works Operations Report for the City Council to review.
COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES:
Mayor Virkler reported on meetings that he has attended. 
COUNCIL REPORT:
The Council Report was presented to the City Council.
OTHER BUSINESS:
Council Member Blake Banwart asked questions concerning the maintenance of the lagoon valves and if they would be exercised monthly.  Tom Atkinson of ISG Engineering will be asked about the required maintenance.
ADJOURNMENT:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Grant Gearhart to adjourn the meeting to Monday, April 13, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

ATTEST:

/s/ Lisa Sewell					             /s/ Andrew Virkler
City Clerk						Mayor
