 April 13, 2026

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:
Mayor Andrew Virkler called the regular meeting of the City Council to order on Monday, April 13, 2026, at City Hall at 7:00 p.m.    
ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Roll call of the City Council was answered by Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst and Blake Banwart.  Also present at the meeting were Joe Formaro, Jessi Skoglund, and June Skoglund.  Gas/Public Works Foreman, Trevor Bruhn arrived at the meeting at 7:25 p.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the agenda of the meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the minutes of the two previous meetings; the March 2026 Treasurer’s Report with a beginning balance of $2,001,150.81, receipts of $608,677.33, disbursements of $463,148.56 and an ending balance of $2,146,679.58; the March 2026 Budget Report and to order the following bills paid:

	IAMU
	SAFETY DUES, TECH FEE, CONFERENCE
	1,942.19

	ACCO
	CHLORINATING SOLUTION
	438.20

	BENNETT RECYCLING
	GARBAGE & RECYCLING COLLECTION
	18,027.10

	BORDER STATES INDUSTRIES
	QUICK CHANGE ADAPTER
	24.60

	RIESENBERG, L PETTY CASH
	SUMMER READING SUPPLIES
	42.48

	CENTRAL IOWA DISTRIBUTING
	CLEANING SUPPLIES, TRIPLE MELT
	215.00

	CITY OF WEST BEND
	CAFETERIA PLAN
	542.00

	CLAYTON ENERGY CORP
	PURCHASED GAS, RESERVATION, SERVICE
	37,017.71

	COMMUNITY LUMBER
	SUPPLIES
	348.09

	VEIT, LLC
	IT SERVICES, WATCHGUARD, CLICKS/MAINT.
	2,228.46

	DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP
	GUTTER BROOM, CURB BOX, DYE TABLETS
	580.85

	SPENCER OFFICE SUPPLIES
	PRINT CARTRIDGES, ADD ROLLS, PAPER
	587.15

	ECOLAB
	PEST CONTROL
	110.33

	EGGERS ELECTRIC
	LAMPS, LAMP BALLAST BY-PASS
	900.77

	EMC
	COMMERICAL INSURANCE POLICY
	173,641.00

	FIRST NATIONAL BANK
	SUPPLIES, BOOKS -LIBRARY
	569.57

	CENGAGE LEARNING/GALE
	LP BOOKS-LIBRARY
	388.53

	GUM DROP BOOKS
	ECNCI BOOKS-LIBRARY
	590.16

	IA DEPT PUBLIC HEALTH
	POOL REGISTRATION
	70.00

	IPERS
	IPERS REGULAR
	8,470.07

	IRBY ELECTRICAL DIST
	WASHER SPRING, RODS, CLAMPS
	1,926.00

	SEWELL, LISA
	MILEAGE, MEAL
	59.60

	NEW COOPERATIVE INC
	FUEL
	1,039.78

	MICROMARKETING
	DVD-LIBRARY
	21.83

	MID AMERICAN ENERGY CO
	CASH REQUEST-APRIL
	12,000.00

	NIMECA
	PURCHASED POWER, PROPERTY TAX
	140,859.03

	NW COMMUNICATIONS
	TELEPHONE, INTERNET
	372.69

	OVERDRIVE
	EBOOKS/AUDIO-LIBRARY
	2,104.00

	PALO ALTO CO RECORDER
	RECORDING FEES-QUIT CLAIM DEED
	17.00

	PMC ADVANTAGE INSURANCE
	BREAKDOWN POLICY, ADD SEC. CAMERAS
	10,052.00

	QUILL CORPORATION
	TONER CARTRIDGES-LIBRARY
	211.48

	SKARSHAUG TESTING LAB
	CLEAN & TEST EQUIPMENT
	3,329.48

	TREASURER-STATE OF IOWA
	SALES, USE & EXCISE TAX, WITHHOLDING
	11,117.64

	US CELLULAR
	CELL PHONE SERVICE
	620.63

	WELLMARK BCBS
	HEALTH INSURANCE
	17,489.68

	WEST BEND CHAMBER
	PACGDC GRANTS
	32,725.00

	WEST BEND FORD
	REPAIR, PARTS, SERVICE
	278.22

	WEST BEND RED POWER
	PARTS, FILTER, OIL, FLUID
	246.53

	WEST BEND JOURNAL
	PUBLICATIONS-MARCH
	957.11

	WEST BEND UTILITIES
	UTILITIES
	9,987.76

	WEST IOWA BANK
	TRANSFER, WIRE FEE
	7,021.40

	OLSON, CRAIG
	ROOM RENTAL-CLERKS CONFERENCE
	192.64

	WALTER SCOTT DISBURSEMENT
	CASH RECONCILIATION-MARCH
	16,379.70

	EFTPS
	FED/FICA TAX
	11,136.40

	METER DEPOSIT CUSTOMER
	METER DEPOSIT RETURNS
	850.00

	P & R ENTRY DOORS
	LABOR, MILEAGE-DOOR REPAIR
	165.00

	I & S GROUP INC
	ENGINEERING, GENERAL SERVICES
	14,901.20

	CHEMQUEST INC
	BIO R-863 CHEMICAL
	753.80

	VERIZON
	DATA CARD-POLICE
	40.01

	WEST BEND FABRICATION
	ALUMINUM SHEETING, LABOR
	393.76

	MIDWEST PUMP WORKS
	INSTALLED NEW HOUR METERS
	1,987.50

	PEFA INC
	PURCHASED GAS
	14,290.52

	FENCHEL, DOSTER, BUCK
	LEGAL SERVICES
	840.00

	FOUNDATION ANALYTICAL
	WATER TEST
	30.00

	BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING
	AUDIOBOOKS-LIBRARY
	59.01

	PINNACLE MARKETING GROUP
	WEST BEND WEBSITE
	99.00

	STEIER AG
	GRASS MIX
	210.00

	GRAETTINGER LIGHT PLANT
	FUEL-LOADER
	242.45

	MIDWEST TECHNOLOGY
	SECURITY CAMERA SYSTEM
	7,609.98

	LIBERTY NATIONAL INS
	EMPLOYEE INSURANCE PLANS
	227.00

	ADVANTAGE ADMINISTRATORS
	CAFE PLAN, ADMINISTRATION, SERVICE
	622.00

	AUREON
	MANAGED BACKUP
	30.86

	AVESIS
	VISION INSURANCE
	77.89

	DELTA DENTAL
	DENTAL INSURANCE
	218.24

	STALZER, TREVER
	ROOM RENTAL, MEALS
	427.52

	ADAMSON, AMBER
	SUMMER READING SUPPLIES
	37.45

	CRULL, KELLY
	OUTREACH PROGRAM-LIBRARY
	300.00

	ERPELDING EXCAVATING
	LABOR/EQUIPMENT-REPLACE VALVES
	3,281.25

	PAYROLL CHECKS
	TOTAL PAYROLL CHECKS
	40,174.17

	
	
	

	 
	CLAIMS TOTAL
	614,748.47

	 
	GENERAL FUND
	116,784.23

	 
	ROAD USE TAX FUND
	351.40

	 
	EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND
	11,499.34

	 
	METER DEPOSIT FUND
	850.00

	 
	WATER FUND
	22,849.40

	 
	SEWER FUND
	24,907.63

	 
	ELECTRIC FUND
	314,166.87

	 
	KOPAEG FUND
	22,941.50

	 
	GAS FUND
	81,461.93

	 
	LANDFILL/GARBAGE FUND
	18,936.17



Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED 2026-2027 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET:
Mayor Andrew Virkler announced this was the time and place set for the public hearing on the proposed 2026-2027 fiscal year budget.  The Mayor asked if there were any comments from the public on the proposed budget.  There being none, the Mayor declared the public hearing on the proposed 2026-2027 fiscal year budget closed.

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, ADOPTING THE BUDGET FOR THE 2026-2027 FISCAL YEAR:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Grant Gearhart to adopt Resolution #2026-15, a Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of West Bend, Iowa, Adopting The Budget For The 2026-2027 Fiscal Year.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.

RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR A NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON THE MATTER OF THE PROPOSITION OF ENTERING INTO A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH WEST BEND-MALLARD COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to adopt Resolution #2026-16, a Resolution Providing For A Notice Of Public Hearing On The Matter Of The Proposition Of Entering Into A Lease Agreement With West Bend-Mallard Community School District.    Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE WEST BEND SWIMMING POOL ADMISSION AND SWIMMING LESSON FEES:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Blake Banwart to adopt Resolution #2026-17, a Resolution Establishing The West Bend Swimming Pool Admission And Swimming Lesson Fees.  Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE POSITIONS AND WAGES FOR CITY OF WEST BEND PART-TIME SEASONAL EMPLOYEES:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Grant Gearhart to adopt Resolution #2026-18, a Resolution Establishing The Positions And Wages For City Of West Bend Part-Time Seasonal Employees.  Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
ACCIDENT & SICKNESS POLICY RENEWAL FOR THE WEST BEND VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the renewal of the Accident & Sickness Policy for the West Bend Volunteer Fire Department, in the amount of $565.00, payable to Glatfelter Insurance Group.   Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
CYBER SECURITY POLICY RENEWAL:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the renewal of the Cyber Security Policy and fees, in the amount of $3,177.75, payable to PMC Advantage Insurance Services.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
HOUSING INITIATIVE GRANT APPLICATION – ULRICH DEMOLITION:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Joe Montag to confirm and approve the Housing Initiative Grant application submitted by Darryl Ulrich, in the amount of $5,000.00, for the demolition of the home located at 308 1st Avenue SW.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.   Council Member Montag mentioned that the Gas/Public Works Employees needed to be sure that the utilities are properly capped when they are disconnected.
WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT:
Mayor Andrew Virkler discussed information that he had obtained from Veenstra & Kimm and DGR Engineering regarding the lagoon operations and compliance with the City’s NPDES permit.  These firms also touched on the need for the City to be prepared with a new system design if the lagoon is unable to meet permit requirements.  Gas/Public Works Foreman, Trevor Bruhn reported that the six valves that have been ordered for replacement at the lagoon should be here in one to two weeks.   Tom Atkinson of ISG had met with Trevor and assisted in formulating a plan for the spring discharge at the lagoon.  Tom had said that it would be advisable to wait to file for an extension with the DNR six to twelve months ahead of the May 2029 compliance deadline instead of now.  He did not feel that the City would receive an extension on the deadline without having some type of plan in place for future compliance. The Mayor suggested that the City contact Iowa Rural Water for another opinion on the procedures to be used when discharging the lagoon.  Trevor will contact Shane Metz to come to a Council Meeting once they have had a chance to meet and discuss the City’s compliance issues.   ISG will attend the April 27th City Council Meeting to present an amendment to the WWTF Project engineering contract which will separate out the lift station replacement from the SAGR system construction.  ISG was asked to prepare a new project schedule based on the amendment to the contract.  The City Council has received information pertaining to the engineering contract and bills that have already been paid both in an email and in the City Council packets.   Public Financial Management will be contacted to discuss the next proposed sewer rate increase based on the new project schedule.  Sewer rates will be a topic listed on the May 11th City Council Meeting agenda.

POLICE REPORT:

Police Chief, Anthony Laubenthal submitted his monthly Police Report for the City Council to review.  

ELECTRIC OPERATIONS REPORT:

Electric Operations Manager, Craig Olson prepared the Electric Operations Report for the month of March for the City Council to analyze.

COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES:

The City Council Members talked about upcoming meetings that they will be attending.    Discussion was held about the Homes for Iowa Program and Kossuth/Palo Alto County Economic Development.

COUNCIL REPORT:
The Council Report was presented to the City Council.  
OTHER BUSINESS:
No other business was discussed.
ADJOURNMENT:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Joe Montag to adjourn the meeting to Monday, April 27, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
ATTEST:

/s/ Lisa Sewell       					/s/ Andrew Virkler
City Clerk						Mayor 
