April 27, 2026

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:
The West Bend City Council met in regular session at City Hall on Monday, April 27, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. with Mayor Andrew Virkler presiding.  
ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Roll call of the City Council was answered by Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst and Blake Banwart.  Also present at the meeting were Gas/Public Works Foreman, Trevor Bruhn, Iowa Rural Water Representative, Shane Metz, ISG Representatives, Guadalupe Munoz Rocha and Amanda Goodenow and Keira Winkelhorst.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst seconded by 	Linda Thilges to approve the agenda of the meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by 	Linda Thilges to approve the minutes of the April 13, 2026, City Council Meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE MATTER OF THE PROPOSITION OF ENTERING INTO A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE WEST BEND-MALLARD COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT:
The Mayor announced that this was the time and place set for the public hearing on the matter of the proposition of entering into a lease agreement with the West Bend-Mallard Community School District.  The Mayor asked if there were any comments from the public on the proposed agreement.  There being no comments from the public, the Mayor declared the public hearing on the proposed lease agreement with the West Bend-Mallard Community School District closed.
RESOLUTION APPROVING LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE WEST BEND-MALLARD COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Grant Gearhart to approve Resolution #2026-19, a Resolution Approving Lease Agreement With The West Bend-Mallard Community School District.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke, Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.     
RESOLUTION APPROVING PAY APPLICATION NO. 4 TO CHARLES SARGENT IRRIGATION FOR THE WEST BEND WELL NO. 8 PROJECT: 
ISG Representative, Guadalupe Munoz Rocha updated the City Council on the West Bend Well No. 8 Project.  The City Council received information regarding the operational plan for Well #8 upon receiving the second sampling results.  Discussion was held on the alternatives to determine the options for having Well #8 fully operational.  The City will proceed with Alternative #2 to operate Well #8.  The plan is to pump the water through the filtering system at the water treatment plant and then the water will be pumped to waste and not through the system in order to complete water testing.  ISG will provide operating procedures to the City.  ISG recommended the City Council adopt the Resolution approving the pay application to Charles Sargent Irrigation.
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to adopt Resolution #2026-20, a Resolution Approving Pay Application No. 4 to Charles Sargent Irrigation For The West Bend Well No. 8 Project.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.  
WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY OPERATIONS – IOWA RURAL WATER PRESENTATION:
Iowa Rural Water Representative, Shane Metz attended the meeting to give his viewpoint on the operations of West Bend’s Wastewater Treatment Facility.  Shane met with Trevor and Jeremy last week to get more information on West Bend’s Wastewater Treatment Facility.  Shane reassured the City Council that it was good that Tom Atkinson with ISG is working with the City on discharging at the lagoon.  He is very good, knowledgeable and knows what he is doing.  Shane gave the Mayor and City Council information about his services.  
The Wastewater Committee met with ISG prior to the City Council meeting to discuss lift station and wastewater treatment facility designs.  ISG informed the Mayor and City Council that at this time the designs for the projects will be put on hold. The City will replace the flow meter at the lift station and place monitoring meters with ISG’s recommendation to check flow in manholes to get a better idea of the I & I on the system. 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY VALVE QUOTATION – DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the quotation submitted by Dakota Supply Group for two additional valves for the wastewater lagoon, in the amount of $7,530.00.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY VALVE REPLACEMENT QUOTATION – ERPELDING EXCAVATING:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the wastewater treatment facility valve replacement quotation submitted by Erpelding Excavating, in the amount of $8,150.00.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

COMMUNITY CENTER CEMENT ESTIMATE – BRUELLMAN CONSTRUCTION:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by	Linda Thilges to approve the estimate submitted by Bruellman Construction, in the amount of $23,581.50, for the Community Center Cement Project.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.  

COMMUNITY CENTER AC UNIT DISCONNECT / RECONNECT ESTIMATE – BAHLER MECHANICAL:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by	 Linda Thilges to approve the estimate submitted by Bahler Mechanical for the disconnection and reconnection of the air conditioners at the Community Center, in the amount of $560.00.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

GRANT ADMINISTRATION SERVICES INVOICE – SIMMERING-CORY:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by	 Blake Banwart to approve the invoice submitted by Simmering-Cory, in the amount of $6,000.00, for grant administration services affiliated with the CDBG grant for the Well #8 construction.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.  

STREET MAINTENANCE PROJECTS FOR FY27:

The Gas/Public Works Department met with Street Committee prior to the meeting to prioritize projects discussed.  A map highlighting the streets in need of repairs was given to the City Council to review.  A proposal will be obtained for the street improvements.

GAS PUBLIC AWARENESS FOR LOCAL OFFICIALS:

Gas/Public Works Foreman, Trevor Bruhn attended the City Council Meeting to talk about the role the city officials play in the Gas Public Awareness Program.  The Mayor and City Council were asked to complete a short survey following the presentation.  

GAS/PUBLIC WORKS OPERATIONS REPORT:
Gas/Public Works Foreman, Trevor Bruhn prepared the Gas/Public Works Operations Report for the City Council to review.
COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES:
Council Members Linda Thilges and Joe Montag reported on meetings they have attended.  Council Member Brooke Winkelhorst will be attending a KCEDC Board Meeting this week.   
COUNCIL REPORT:
The Council Report was presented to the City Council.
OTHER BUSINESS:
No other business was discussed.
ADJOURNMENT:
Moved by Grant Gearhart, seconded by Linda Thilges to adjourn the meeting to Monday, May 11, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

ATTEST:

/s/ Kim Elbert 					             /s/ Andrew Virkler
Deputy Clerk						Mayor
