 May 11, 2026

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:
Mayor Andrew Virkler called the regular meeting of the City Council to order on Monday, May 11, 2026, at City Hall at 7:00 p.m.    
ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Roll call of the City Council was answered by Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges and Blake Banwart.  Council Member Brooke Winkelhorst was absent.  Also present at the meeting was Ben Golden. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the agenda of the meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the minutes of the previous meeting; the April 2026 Treasurer’s Report with a beginning balance of $2,146,679.58, receipts of $633,211.42, disbursements of $497,443.72 and an ending balance of $2,282,447.28; the April 2026 Budget Report and to order the following bills paid:

	IAMU
	PLUG/ABANDON SERVICE LINE
	904.65

	ALGONA MUNICIPAL UTILITIES
	POLES
	7,189.50

	AMERICAN RED CROSS
	LTS FACILITY FEE
	315.00

	BENNETT RECYCLING
	GARBAGE & RECYCLING COLLECTION
	18,227.95

	CITY OF WEST BEND
	CAFETERIA PLAN
	542.00

	CLAYTON ENERGY CORP
	PURCHASED GAS, RESERVATION, SERVICE
	14,427.72

	COMMUNITY LUMBER
	SUPPLIES
	246.03

	VEIT, LLC
	COPIER CLICKS/MAINTENANCE
	221.77

	DEMCO
	BOOK COVERING SUPPLIES-LIBRARY
	143.65

	DGR ENGINEERING
	ELECTRIC SYSTEM STUDY, MAPPING
	121.50

	SPENCER OFFICE SUPPLIES
	COPY PAPER, VERBATIM STORAGE
	70.36

	ECOLAB
	PEST CONTROL
	110.33

	FIRST NATIONAL BANK
	BOOKS, AUDIO, PUZZLES, CHAIR, TOWELS
	709.55

	IOWA CODIFICATION
	ORDINANCE CODIFICATION
	145.00

	IOWA ONE CALL
	LOCATES
	27.10

	IPERS
	IPERS REGULAR
	8,350.13

	IRBY ELECTRICAL DIST
	CONNECTORS, PHOTOCELLS, PAINT, SIGNS
	1,453.92

	KAMPEN FOODS
	SUPPLIES
	15.30

	ELBERT, KIM
	IMFOA, MOTEL, MEALS, MILEAGE
	768.85

	SEWELL, LISA
	MILEAGE-AI MEETING
	189.00

	NEW COOPERATIVE INC
	FUEL
	1,876.48

	MICROMARKETING
	DVD-LIBRARY
	23.70

	MID AMERICAN ENERGY CO
	CASH REQUEST-MAY
	16,000.00

	MIDAMERICA BOOKS
	BOOKS-LIBRARY
	47.90

	NIMECA
	PURCHASED POWER
	48,443.47

	NW COMMUNICATIONS
	TELEPHONE, INTERNET
	373.15

	OVERDRIVE
	EBOOKS/AUDIOS-LIBRARY
	2,193.01

	PMC ADVANTAGE INSURANCE
	CYBER LIABILITY POLICY, FEES
	3,177.75

	QUILL CORPORATION
	FURNITURE-LIBRARY
	63.24

	SIMMERING-CORY INC
	GRANT ADMINISTRATION SERVICES
	6,000.00

	SKARSHAUG TESTING LAB
	CLEAN & TEST EQUIPMENT
	1,675.73

	TREASURER-STATE OF IOWA
	SALES, USE & EXCISE TAX, WITHHOLDING
	10,073.23

	US CELLULAR
	CELL PHONE SERVICE
	620.52

	WELLMARK BCBS
	HEALTH INSURANCE
	20,608.16

	WEST BEND FORD
	REPAIR, PARTS
	1,489.53

	WEST BEND RED POWER
	PARTS, REPAIR, SHOP STOOL
	2,062.47

	WEST BEND JOURNAL
	PUBLICATIONS
	477.00

	WEST BEND UTILITIES
	UTILITIES
	7,747.18

	WEST IOWA BANK
	TRANSFER, WIRE FEE
	7,021.40

	DEARBORN LIFE INSURANCE
	EMPLOYEE LIFE INSURANCE
	356.50

	WALTER SCOTT #4
	CASH RECONCILIATION-APRIL
	15,723.97

	EFTPS
	FED/FICA TAX
	10,891.30

	HEFTY, MATTHEW
	JUMPER CABLES, LIGHTS
	114.45

	MOTION PICTURE LICENSING
	MOVIE LICENSE-LIBRARY
	229.61

	KOONS GAS MEASUREMENT
	BALL VALVE, GASKET, NUTS
	638.50

	BLUE OTTER SOLUTIONS LLC
	PUBLIC AWARENESS SURVEY
	327.59

	VERIZON
	DATA CARD-POLICE
	40.01

	SYBESMA GRAPHICS INC
	DECALS
	38.50

	PEFA INC
	PURCHASED GAS
	9,077.25

	SCHUVER, JEREMY
	MILEAGE, MEALS
	457.21

	FOUNDATION ANALYTICAL
	WATER & WASTEWATER TESTS
	271.50

	PINNACLE MARKETING GROUP
	WEST BEND WEBSITE
	115.00

	LIBERTY NATIONAL INS
	EMPLOYEE INSURANCE POLICIES
	227.00

	ADVANTAGE ADMINISTRATORS
	CAFE PLAN BILLING
	582.00

	AUREON
	REMOTE BACKUP
	30.86

	POWER PLANT COMPLIANCE
	CATALYST WASH
	2,620.43

	SARGENT DRILLING
	PAY APP #4-WELL #8 PROJECT
	5,618.30

	AVESIS
	VISION INSURANCE
	77.89

	DELTA DENTAL
	DENTAL INSURANCE
	226.96

	STALZER, TREVER
	FUEL
	16.01

	GLATFELTER INSURANCE
	ACCIDENT & SICKNESS POLICY
	565.00

	NELSON ARMAMENT
	HOLSTER, GUARD, FORK
	206.00

	BLUE VALLEY PUBLIC SAFETY
	SIREN REPAIR
	1,605.00

	SCHANY CONSULTING
	SMOKE & HEAT DETECTOR SYSTEM
	5,422.05

	AKRIDGE, BRANDY
	STARTING CASH - POOL
	100.00

	PAYROLL CHECKS
	TOTAL PAYROLL CHECKS
	39,416.43

	
	
	

	 
	CLAIMS TOTAL
	279,148.55

	 
	GENERAL FUND
	38,596.78

	 
	ROAD USE TAX FUND
	1,829.93

	 
	EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND
	75.90

	 
	WATER FUND
	17,113.68

	 
	SEWER FUND
	5,041.58

	 
	ELECTRIC FUND
	135,944.07

	 
	KOPAEG FUND
	15,143.03

	 
	GAS FUND
	46,465.27

	 
	LANDFILL/GARBAGE FUND
	18,938.31



Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
FIRST READING OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY AMENDING SECTION 99.01, SUBSECTION 1, PERTAINING TO SEWER SERVICE RATES:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Grant Gearhart to approve the first reading of the proposed ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY AMENDING SECTION 99.01, SUBSECTION 1, PERTAINING TO SEWER SERVICE CHARGES.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.

RESOLUTION APPROVING SANITATION CONTRACT WITH BENNETT RECYCLING AND SANITATION:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Linda Thilges to adopt Resolution #2026-21, a Resolution Approving Sanitation Contract With Bennett Recycling And Sanitation.    Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.

RESOLUTION APPROVING RECYCLING CONTRACT WITH BENNETT RECYCLING AND SANITATION:

Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Blake Banwart to adopt Resolution #2026-22, a Resolution Approving Recycling Contract With Bennett Recycling And Sanitation.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION OF THE WEST BEND CITY COUNCIL ADOPTING A REVISED ELECTRIC UTILITY INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE PROGRAM:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Grant Gearhart to adopt Resolution #2026-23, a Resolution Of The West Bend City Council Adopting A Revised Electric Utility Inspection And Maintenance Program.  Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION APPROVING IAMU MUTUAL AID PROGRAM AGREEMENT:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Grant Gearhart to adopt Resolution #2026-24, a Resolution Approving IAMU Mutual Aid Program Agreement.   Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION APPROVING AGREEMENT WITH IOWA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR OF PRIMARY ROADS IN MUNICIPALITIES:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Linda Thilges to adopt Resolution #2026-25, a Resolution Approving Agreement With Iowa Department Of Transportation For Maintenance And Repair Of Primary Roads In Municipalities.  Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
APPLICATION FOR RENEWAL OF CLASS B RETAIL ALCOHOL LICENSE – KAMPEN FOODS:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the application submitted by Kampen Foods for the renewal of a Class B Retail Alcohol License, effective June 25, 2026.   Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
APPLICATION FOR NEW (5-DAY) CLASS C RETAIL ALCOHOL LICENSE WITH OUTDOOR SERVICE PRIVILEGE – WEST BEND GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Blake Banwart to approve the application submitted by West Bend Golf & Country Club for a new 5-day Class C Retail Alcohol License with Outdoor Service Privilege, effective June 12, 2026.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.   
APPROVAL OF PARADE ROUTE & STREET TO BE BLOCKED OFF – 4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION:
The City Council received the map submitted by the West Bend Chamber of Commerce for the parade scheduled to take place on Saturday, July 4th beginning at 11:00 a.m.  Activities on the school grounds will begin at noon with food, games, auction, and entertainment. The fireworks display will be set off around 10:00 p.m.  Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Linda Thilges                                          to approve the parade route as submitted by the West Bend Chamber of Commerce and the blocking of 4th Avenue SW from 2nd Street SW to 4th Street SW for activities on Saturday, July 4th for the 4th of July Celebration.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

APPOINTMENT OF BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEMBER TO FULFILL TERM THROUGH JULY 1, 2026:

Max Dahlhauser served on the West Bend Board of Adjustment and has recently passed away.  A replacement is needed to fulfill his term which ends on July 1, 2026.  Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Joe Montag to appoint Ed Montag to serve on the West Bend Board of Adjustment to fill a vacant position through July 1, 2026.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

PALO ALTO COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE:

Council Member Linda Thilges gave the City Council an update on the Palo Alto County Economic Development Corporation.  The board should be meeting again sometime in May to discuss the organization’s future operations in greater detail.  Questions were raised regarding the upcoming per capita commitments that are payable on or around July 1st.  Linda will make sure that she consults with the PACEDC Board about this issue.

MAY 25TH CITY COUNCIL MEETING:

The next City Council Meeting falls on Memorial Day.  The City Clerk stated that at this point in time there was not any reason that the City Council would have to meet for the second meeting in May.  Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Blake Banwart to forego the May 25, 2026 City Council Meeting because of the Memorial Day holiday.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

GRANDVIEW ADDITION – CITY OWNED LOT:

Lot 1 in the Grandview Addition was dedicated for the placement of a future lift station.  Mark Fehr was given permission by West Bend Economic Development to plant trees on the empty lot.  He also cleared some debris from a rock retaining wall on the south side of the lot.  A neighbor with an abutting property voiced concerns regarding the work that was being done.  The consensus of the City Council was to allow the trees on the lot to remain as long as there is something in writing showing that Mark Fehr would be responsible for their removal if the need arises.  Any additional plantings in the rock retaining wall area should be approved by the adjacent property owner.
POLICE REPORT:

Police Chief, Anthony Laubenthal submitted his monthly Police Report for the City Council to review.  

ELECTRIC OPERATIONS REPORT:

Electric Operations Manager, Craig Olson prepared the Electric Operations Report for the month of April for the City Council to discuss.

COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES:

The City Council Members talked about upcoming meetings that they will be attending.    

COUNCIL REPORT:
The Council Report was presented to the City Council.  
OTHER BUSINESS:
Information on NIMS Training was presented to the Mayor and City Council.
ADJOURNMENT:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Grant Gearhart to adjourn the meeting to Monday, June 8, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

ATTEST:

/s/ Lisa Sewell						/s/ Andrew Virkler
City Clerk						Mayor 
