 June 8, 2026

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:
Mayor Andrew Virkler called the regular meeting of the City Council to order on Monday, June 8, 2026, at City Hall at 7:00 p.m.    
ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Roll call of the City Council was answered by Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges and Blake Banwart.  Council Member Brooke Winkelhorst arrived at the meeting by telephone at 7:01 p.m. and then in person at 7:26 p.m.  Also present at the meeting were NIMECA CEO, Greg Fritz, ISG Representative, Guadalupe Munoz Rocha, Electric Operations Manager, Craig Olson and Joe Formaro.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the agenda of the meeting.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Moved by Grant Gearhart, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the minutes of the previous meeting; the May 2026 Treasurer’s Report with a beginning balance of $2,282,447.28, receipts of $407,189.67, disbursements of $634,215.39 and an ending balance of $2,055,421.56; the May 2026 Budget Report and to order the following bills paid:

	IAMU
	PARTS, LABOR
	2,072.90

	ACCO
	VACUUM, CHEMICALS, KIT, BATTERY
	7,773.13

	UMB BANK
	PRINCIPAL, INTEREST-ELEC REV
	72,275.00

	BENNETT RECYCLING
	GARBAGE & RECYCLING COLLECTION
	19,286.15

	RIESENBERG, L PETTY CASH
	POSTAGE-LIBRARY
	17.00

	CENTRAL IOWA DISTRIBUTING
	TOWELS, DISPENSERS, CLEANERS, BAGS
	646.00

	CITY OF WEST BEND
	TRANSFERS, CAFÉ PLAN
	144,901.35

	CLAYTON ENERGY CORP
	RESERVATION, SERVICE, PURCHASED GAS
	5,740.56

	COMMUNITY LUMBER
	SUPPLIES
	1,213.78

	VEIT, LLC
	IT SUPPORT, BACKUP, ANTIVIRUS, COPIES
	1,071.79

	DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP
	GATE VALVES, PIPE, TRACER WIRE
	35,387.44

	DGR ENGINEERING
	ELECTRIC RATE STUDY
	4,032.00

	SPENCER OFFICE SUPPLIES
	ENVELOPES, PAPER, TIME CARDS
	186.41

	ECOLAB
	PEST CONTROL
	110.33

	EGGERS ELECTRIC
	REPAIRS, PARTS, SHOP LIGHTS
	3,817.60

	ELECTRONIC SPECIALTIES
	PROGRAM LOCKS
	198.00

	FIRST NATIONAL BANK
	BOOKS, PAPER, PARTS, DUES-LIBRARY
	493.96

	CENGAGE LEARNING/GALE
	BOOK-LIBRARY
	21.44

	GROEBNER & ASSOCIATES
	VALVE BOXES, ANTI-STATIC
	1,050.84

	IOWA ONE CALL
	LOCATES
	40.50

	IPERS
	IPERS REGULAR
	8,233.24

	KAMPEN FOODS
	SOAP, SUPPLIES
	31.81

	ELBERT, KIM
	FLOWERS, MEAL
	19.60

	KOSSUTH CO LIBRARY ASSOC
	DUES-LIBRARY
	25.00

	SEWELL, LISA
	MANUAL, FLOWERS, MEAL, MILEAGE
	203.36

	NEW COOPERATIVE INC
	FUEL
	1,898.24

	MID AMERICAN ENERGY CO
	CASH REQUEST-JUNE
	16,000.00

	MIDAMERICA BOOKS
	BOOKS-LIBRARY
	509.00

	NIMECA
	PURCHASED POWER
	141,427.43

	NW COMMUNICATIONS
	TELEPHONE, INTERNET
	441.73

	OVERDRIVE
	EBOOKS/AUDIOS-LIBRARY
	857.51

	PALO ALTO CO HEALTH SYSTEM
	DEFIBULATOR PADS
	294.30

	QUILL CORPORATION
	INK CARTRIDGES-LIBRARY
	296.50

	SECRETARY OF STATE
	NOTARY RENEWAL
	30.00

	SIMMERING-CORY INC
	GRANT ADMINISTRATION SERVICES
	9,000.00

	TREASURER-STATE OF IOWA
	SALES, USE & EXCISE TAX, WITHHOLDING
	9,018.30

	TRISTAR BENEFIT ADMIN
	SELF INSURANCE CLAIM
	445.86

	US CELLULAR
	CELL PHONE SERVICE
	620.52

	VERMEER SALES & SERVICE
	RODS, PRODRILL, POWERMAXHHD, BIT
	3,851.93

	WELLMARK BCBS
	HEALTH INSURANCE
	20,688.16

	WEST BEND CHAMBER
	TEAM SPONSORSHIP
	130.00

	WEST BEND FORD
	PARTS, LABOR, SERVICE
	239.10

	WEST BEND RED POWER
	PARTS, CLEANER, REPAIR
	1,090.06

	WEST BEND JOURNAL
	PUBLICATIONS-MAY
	309.24

	WEST BEND UTILITIES
	UTILITIES, REBATE
	6,710.99

	WEST IOWA BANK
	ADD TO CD’S, FEES, TRANSFER
	387,383.96

	OLSON, CRAIG
	ROOM RENTAL-IAMU
	322.40

	WALTER SCOTT DISBURSEMENT
	CASH RECONCILIATION-MAY
	11,657.20

	EFTPS
	FED/FICA TAX
	11,237.98

	MADSEN'S GREENHOUSE
	SUMMER READING KICKOFF
	792.38

	I & S GROUP INC
	ENGINEERING, GENERAL SERVICES
	9,264.58

	CHEMQUEST INC
	BIO R-863, MONITORING & TESTING
	1,662.19

	KOONS GAS MEASUREMENT
	GAS SUPPLIES
	4,315.56

	VERIZON
	DATA CARD-POLICE
	40.01

	KC NIELSEN
	BULK HARDWARE
	51.48

	BAHLER MECHANICAL
	REPAIR, SERVICE, LABOR
	854.00

	PEFA INC
	PURCHASED GAS
	3,223.80

	BRUELLMAN CONSTRUCTION
	CONCRETE PAD-COMMUNITY CENTER
	25,538.00

	FOUNDATION ANALYTICAL
	WATER, WASTEWATER & POOL TESTS
	454.00

	TRANSPARENT LANGUAGE
	LANGUAGE DATABASE
	567.00

	BRUHN, AMANDA
	LIFEGUARD TRAINING-RED CROSS
	240.00

	PINNACLE MARKETING GROUP
	WEST BEND WEBSITE
	79.00

	3E DELAWARE GENERATORS
	MAINTENANCE-GENERATOR
	950.00

	LIBERTY NATIONAL INS
	EMPLOYEE INSURANCE POLICIES
	227.00

	ADVANTAGE ADMINISTRATORS
	CAFE PLAN BILLING
	542.00

	AVESIS
	VISION INSURANCE
	77.89

	DELTA DENTAL
	DENTAL INSURANCE
	226.96

	ERPELDING EXCAVATING
	VALVE REPLACEMENT 
	15,668.75

	GRASS MASTERS
	SPRAYING-DETENTION BASIN
	250.00

	IOPONICS, LLC
	SUMMER READING PRESENTATION
	240.20

	QUALITY FLOW SYSTEMS LLC
	COMPACT LOGIX METERING
	5,323.64

	AKRIDGE, PAYTON
	WSI TRAINING
	300.00

	KAMPEN, BRYSON
	WSI TRAINING
	300.00

	DICKEY, CHLOE
	WSI TRAINING
	300.00

	PAYROLL CHECKS
	TOTAL PAYROLL CHECKS
	41,606.49

	
	
	

	 
	CLAIMS TOTAL
	1,046,404.53

	 
	GENERAL FUND
	135,558.77

	 
	ROAD USE TAX FUND
	15,963.09

	 
	EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND
	20.00

	 
	LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX FUND
	74,359.35

	 
	TAX INCREMENT FINANCING FUND
	70,000.00

	 
	DEBT SERVICE FUND
	74,359.35

	 
	WATER FUND
	21,614.24

	 
	SEWER FUND
	261,896.06

	 
	ELECTRIC FUND
	293,366.48

	 
	KOPAEG FUND
	40,002.89

	 
	GAS FUND
	38,858.95

	 
	LANDFILL/GARBAGE FUND
	19,959.49

	 
	RISK MANAGEMENT/SELF-INS FUND
	445.86



Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.
NIMECA UPDATE – WIND/BATTERY PROJECTS:
NIMECA CEO, Greg Fritz gave a brief overview about the North Iowa Municipal Electric Cooperative Association and its membership.  Historical information was presented regarding West Bend’s power supply and the different energy sources used to meet the needs of the community.  Greg talked about potential NIMECA Projects that included wind and battery energy storage systems.  NIMECA is asking that each member state what their participation levels may be for each type of power source.  The consensus of the City Council is to indicate an interest in a 10-year wind contract at (45%) and a battery energy storage system at (10%) of the West Bend Municipal Electric Utility’s required load through participation in the proposed NIMECA Projects.  Further discussions will take place once NIMECA has a better understanding about the number of projects to be pursued and at what level the other members want to participate. 
FIRST READING OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO THE MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC RATES:
The City Council reviewed the cash flow report prepared by DGR Engineering for the electric utility.  A 3% increase in rates is being suggested to cover significant capital expenditures related to the construction of a new substation and associated distribution ties. The cost of these improvements have been estimated at $8 million over the next several years.
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Blake Banwart to approve the first reading of the proposed ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO THE MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC RATES.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.
SECOND READING OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY AMENDING SECTION 99.01, SUBSECTION 1, PERTAINING TO SEWER SERVICE RATES:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Grant Gearhart to approve the second reading of the proposed ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY AMENDING SECTION 99.01, SUBSECTION 1, PERTAINING TO SEWER SERVICE CHARGES.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.

RESOLUTION APPROVING ESTIMATE FOR SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM MAINTENANCE WITH UV LINING:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to adopt Resolution #2026-26, a Resolution Approving Estimate For Sanitary Sewer System Maintenance With UV Lining.    Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PROPOSAL FOR THE 2026 STREET MAINTENANCE PROJECTS:

Moved by Grant Gearhart, seconded by Joe Montag to adopt Resolution #2026-27, a Resolution Accepting Proposal For The 2026 Street Maintenance Projects.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION APPROVING ESTIMATE FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF CURB & GUTTER:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to adopt Resolution #2026-28, a Resolution Approving Estimate For The Replacement Of Curb & Gutter.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION APPROVING ESTIMATE FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF BUILDING APPROACH AND MANHOLE ADJUSTMENTS:
Moved by Grant Gearhart, seconded by Linda Thilges to adopt Resolution #2026-29, a Resolution Approving Estimate For The Replacement Of Building Approach And Manhole Adjustments.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION RECEIVING AND ACCEPTING NOTICE OF ACCEPTABILITY OF WORK FOR THE WELL NO. 8 PROJECT:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Linda Thilges to adopt Resolution #2026-30, a Resolution Receiving And Accepting Notice Of Acceptability Of Work For The Well No. 8 Project.   Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION APPROVING PAY APPLICATION NO. 5 TO CHARLES SARGENT IRRIGATION FOR THE WEST BEND WELL NO. 8 PROJECT:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to adopt Resolution #2026-31, a Resolution Approving Pay Application No. 5 To Charles Sargent Irrigation For The West Bend Well No. 8 Project.  Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
APPROVAL OF SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH HOWARD E. NYHART COMPANY, INC.:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Blake Banwart to approve the service agreement with Howard E. Nyhart Company, Inc., in the amount of $3,300.00 (FYE 6/30/26) and $1,800.00 (FYE 6/30/27) for actuarial valuations.   Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.
CIGARETTE PERMIT APPLICATIONS – CASEY’S GENERAL STORE & KAMPEN FOODS:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the applications submitted by Casey’s General Store and Kampen Foods for Cigarette Permits, effective July 1, 2026.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.   
TRANSIENT MERCHANT LICENSE – MAKE SOLUTIONS, LLC & LAU’S FOOD:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Joe Montag to approve applications submitted by Make Solutions & Lau’s Foods for Transient Merchant Licenses effective June 8, 2026 through June 8, 2027.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.

APPOINTMENT OF WEST BEND PLANNING AND ZONING MEMBER:

Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Joe Montag to appoint Michael Messner to serve a 5-year term on the West Bend Planning & Zoning Commission, effective July 1, 2026.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.

APPOINTMENT OF WEST BEND BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEMBER:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Brooke Winkelhorst to appoint Ed Montag to serve a 5-year term on the West Bend Board of Adjustment, effective July 1, 2026.   Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried. 

APPOINTMENT OF WEST BEND PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD MEMBERS:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the Mayor’s appointment of Mary Newton to serve a 6-year term as the City of West Bend Representative on the West Bend Public Library Board, effective July 1, 2026.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.

The Mayor appointed Samantha Bruellman to fulfill Doug Miller’s term as the Palo Alto County Representative on the West Bend Public Library Board with the term ending July 1, 2030.  This appointment has been approved by the Palo Alto County Supervisors.
POLICE REPORT:

Police Chief, Anthony Laubenthal submitted his monthly Police Report for the City Council to review.  

ELECTRIC OPERATIONS REPORT:

Electric Operations Manager, Craig Olson prepared the Electric Operations Report for the month of May for the City Council to discuss.

COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES:

The City Council Members talked about meetings that they have attended.  Council Member Linda Thilges gave a brief update on Palo Alto County Economic Development.  

COUNCIL REPORT:
The Council Report was presented to the City Council. ISG Representative, Guadalupe Munoz Rocha talked about the different projects that they are working on for the City and the progress being made with each of them.
OTHER BUSINESS:
No other business was discussed.
ADJOURNMENT:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Grant Gearhart to adjourn the meeting to Monday, June 22, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

ATTEST:

/s/ Lisa Sewell						/s/ Andrew Virkler
City Clerk						Mayor 
