 July 13, 2026

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:
Mayor Andrew Virkler called the regular meeting of the City Council to order on Monday, July 13, 2026, at City Hall at 7:00 p.m.    
ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Roll call of the City Council was answered by Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Brooke Winkelhorst and Blake Banwart.  Council Member Linda Thilges was absent.  Also present at the meeting were Electric Operations Manager, Craig Olson and Joe Formaro. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the agenda of the meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Moved by Grant Gearhart, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the minutes of the previous meeting; the June 2026 Treasurer’s Report with a beginning balance of $2,055,421.56, receipts of $595,064.80, disbursements of $852,938.03 and an ending balance of $1,797,548.33; the June 2026 Budget Report and to order the following bills paid:

	IAMU
	SGNC SAFETY DUES
	1,483.92

	ACCO
	CHEMICALS
	855.61

	BENNETT RECYCLING
	GARBAGE & RECYCLING COLLECTION
	17,088.05

	BLACKTOP SERVICE COMPANY
	ASPHALT PAVING, SEALCOAT
	139,549.50

	CITY OF WEST BEND
	ASSESSMENT, CAFÉ PLAN, SERVICES
	82,342.00

	CLAYTON ENERGY CORP
	RESERVATION, SERVICE, PURCHASED GAS
	11,577.86

	COLLISION CENTER
	SCRATCH REPAIR-POLICE TRUCK
	205.22

	COMMUNITY LUMBER
	SUPPLIES, WATER HEATER
	3,325.91

	VEIT, LLC
	IT SERVICES, COPIES
	774.77

	DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP
	SWIVEL
	137.65

	SPENCER OFFICE SUPPLIES
	COPY PAPER
	48.90

	ECOLAB
	PEST CONTROL
	110.33

	EGGERS ELECTRIC
	VOLT PEN
	73.83

	FIRST NATIONAL BANK
	SUBSCRIPTION, BOOKS-LIBRARY
	272.75

	GUM DROP BOOKS
	DCAT GRANT BOOKS-LIBRARY
	816.96

	HALLETT MATERIALS
	COLD MIX
	434.74

	HEIMAN FIRE EQUIPMENT
	SHUTOFF HANDLE
	37.63

	IIMC
	MEMBERSHIP DUES
	330.00

	IA DNR
	ANNUAL WATER SUPPLY FEE
	83.10

	IOWA LEAGUE OF CITIES
	MEMBERSHIP DUES
	892.00

	IOWA ONE CALL
	LOCATES
	38.70

	IPERS
	IPERS REGULAR
	12,553.84

	IRBY ELECTRICAL DIST
	METER SOCKETS, ELECTRIC SUPPLIES
	10,884.81

	KAMPEN FOODS
	CLEANING SUPPLIES-LIBRARY
	28.18

	RIESENBERG, LISA
	MILEAGE-LIBRARY
	167.30

	SEWELL, LISA
	WHISTLES-POOL
	35.22

	NEW COOPERATIVE INC
	FUEL
	2,096.22

	MID AMERICAN ENERGY CO
	CASH REQUEST-JULY
	12,000.00

	NIMECA
	PURCHASED POWER, MRES PAYMENT
	111,515.87

	NORTH IA LIBRARY COLLAB
	BEACON SUPPORT-LIBRARY
	1,377.05

	NW COMMUNICATIONS
	TELEPHONE, INTERNET
	470.24

	NW IOWA PLANNING
	MEMBERSHIP DUES
	514.15

	NYHART COMPANY
	ACTUARIAL VALUATION-1ST 1/2
	1,650.00

	OVERDRIVE
	SUPPORT, EBOOKS/AUDIOS-LIBRARY
	2,299.20

	PALO ALTO CO RECORDER
	RECORDING FEES-HOUSING
	38.00

	PRO HYDRO TESTING
	HYDRO-TESTS
	850.00

	PFM
	PROFESSIONAL SERVICES-SEWER
	3,500.00

	SIMMERING-CORY INC
	FEMA GRANT APPLICATION
	1,500.00

	SIOUXLAND DISTRICT HEALTH
	INSPECTION FEES-POOL
	243.00

	SKARSHAUG TESTING LAB
	CLEAN & TEST GLOVES/SLEEVES
	169.32

	UNITY POINT HEALTH
	DRUG TESTING
	42.00

	TREASURER-STATE OF IOWA
	WITHHOLDING
	1,630.08

	US CELLULAR
	CELL PHONE SERVICE
	576.12

	WELLMARK BCBS
	HEALTH INSURANCE
	20,608.16

	WEST BEND RED POWER
	SUPPLIES, PARTS
	609.09

	WEST BEND JOURNAL
	PUBLICATIONS-JUNE
	483.80

	WEST BEND UTILITIES
	UTILITIES, REBATE
	7,135.49

	WBM COMMUNITY SCHOOL
	LEASE AGREEMENT
	1.00

	WEST IOWA BANK
	TRANSFER, FEES
	7,058.85

	OLSON, CRAIG
	BOOTS
	323.29

	WALTER SCOTT DISBURSEMENT
	CASH RECONCILIATION-JUNE
	18,073.76

	EFTPS
	FED/FICA TAX
	13,368.24

	METER DEPOSIT CUSTOMER
	METER DEPOSIT RETURNS
	2,160.00

	RAW CUSTOMS
	PINTLE LOCK
	96.55

	UNITED STATES TREASURY
	720 FILING (PCORI FEES)
	111.04

	VAN WERT INC
	METERS
	324.30

	I & S GROUP INC
	PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
	4,671.10

	KOONS GAS MEASUREMENT
	REGULATORS
	1,769.09

	EMMET COUNTY SHERIFF
	MART DUES
	2,100.00

	VERIZON
	DATA CARD-POLICE
	40.01

	KC NIELSEN
	WEIGHT KIT
	265.10

	WEST BEND FABRICATION
	ALUMINUM SHEETING, LABOR
	393.76

	PEFA INC
	PURCHASED GAS
	8,857.80

	FOUNDATION ANALYTICAL
	TESTS-WATER/POOL
	60.00

	PALO ALTO CO SHERIFF
	28E AGREEMENT-LAW ENFORCEMENT
	4,170.50

	L & G, INC
	REPAIR LAGOON EDGE
	4,798.60

	PINNACLE MARKETING GROUP
	WEST BEND WEBSITE
	79.00

	LIBERTY NATIONAL INS
	EMPLOYEE INSURANCE P0LICIES
	340.50

	ADVANTAGE ADMINISTRATORS
	CAFE PLAN BILLING
	582.00

	AVESIS
	VISION INSURANCE
	77.89

	DELTA DENTAL
	DENTAL INSURANCE
	226.96

	NW IOWA LEAGUE OF CITIES
	MEMBERSHIP DUES
	25.00

	DICKEY CONSTRUCTION, INC
	CONCRETE APPROACH
	5,184.00

	PAYROLL CHECKS
	TOTAL PAYROLL CHECKS
	52,798.76

	
	
	

	 
	CLAIMS TOTAL
	581,413.67

	 
	GENERAL FUND
	128,059.32

	 
	ROAD USE TAX FUND
	70,412.07

	 
	METER DEPOSIT FUND
	2,160.00

	 
	WATER FUND
	6,218.11

	 
	SEWER FUND
	16,230.82

	 
	ELECTRIC FUND
	277,804.14

	 
	KOPAEG FUND
	20,106.20

	 
	GAS FUND
	43,325.97

	 
	LANDFILL/GARBAGE FUND
	17,097.04



Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
THIRD READING OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO THE MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC RATES:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Brooke Winkelhorst to approve the third reading of the proposed ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO THE MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC RATES.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.
ADOPTION OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO THE MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC RATES:
Moved by Grant Gearhart, seconded by Joe Montag to adopt the proposed ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO THE MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC RATES.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.  Mayor assigned Ordinance #309.  Said Ordinance shall be in effect from and after its final passage, approval and publication as provided by law. Ordinance shall be published on July 30th with the new rates effective on August 1st.  

RESOLUTION APPROVING AGREEMENT TO ESTABLISH THE GREAT PLAINS ENERGY COOPERATIVE:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Brooke Winkelhorst to adopt Resolution #2026-34, a Resolution Approving Agreement To Establish The Great Plains Energy Cooperative.   Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027:

Moved by Grant Gearhart, seconded by Blake Banwart to adopt Resolution #2026-35, a Resolution Authorizing Transfer Of Funds For Fiscal Year 2026-2027.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION APPROVING PURCHASE OF AN ALTEC MODEL AM55E TRUCK WITH ARTICULATING OVERCENTER AERIAL DEVICE:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to adopt Resolution #2026-36, a Resolution Approving Purchase Of An Altec Model AM55E Truck With Articulating Overcenter Aerial Device.    Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.  The 2004 bucket truck will be sold “as is” at a JJ Kane auction.     
RESOLUTION APPROVING PROPOSAL FOR THE PURCHASE OF A 2025 PRO TURN 660 MOWER:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Grant Gearhart to adopt Resolution #2026-37, a Resolution Approving Proposal For The Purchase Of A 2025 Pro Turn 660 Mower.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.  The old mower does not have any value especially with the extensive repairs needed.  The West Bend-Mallard School will be contacted to see if they would be interested in having it for their shop classes to work on.
RESOLUTION APPROVING PROPOSAL FOR THE PURCHASE OF POLICE DEPARTMENT BODY CAMERA AND AUTO TRANSCRIBE:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Blake Banwart to adopt Resolution #2026-38, a Resolution Approving Proposal For The Purchase Of Police Department Body Camera And Auto Transcribe.   Roll call of vote, “ Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
APPROVAL TO BLOCK OFF BROADWAY AVENUE ON JULY 21ST (KAMPEN FOODS PEACH PARTY):
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the blocking of South Broadway Avenue from 1st Street to 2nd Street on July 21, 2026, from 3:00 – 8:00 p.m. for Kampen Foods “Peach Party”.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

CONFIRMATION AND APPROVAL OF DEMOLITION PROJECT COMPLETION-ULRICH:
Moved by Grant Gearhart, seconded by Joe Montag to confirm and approve the demolition project completion for the house that was located at 308 1st Avenue SW and owned by Darryl & Tory Ulrich.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried. 
JUNK & JUNK VEHICLES (NUISANCES):
Council Members have been receiving complaints about the condition of several properties in town.  The Mayor and City Council felt that the properties discussed are in violation of the City’s Junk and Junk Vehicles Ordinance.   The Police Chief will be asked to contact the homeowners and let them know that the City Code will be enforced.  The Mayor said that he would be willing to get a group of people together to assist those in violation of the City Code bring their properties into compliance if they are open to accepting the help. 
POLICE REPORT:

Police Chief, Anthony Laubenthal submitted his monthly Police Report for the City Council to review.  

ELECTRIC OPERATIONS REPORT:

Electric Operations Manager, Craig Olson prepared the Electric Operations Report for the month of June for the City Council to discuss.  Council Member Joe Montag felt that KOPAEG should talk about the fees owed for labor and equipment use amongst each of the members.  He stated that the balances being carried should be reconciled twice a year.

COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES:

The Mayor discussed the Palo Alto County and Humboldt County E911 Meetings that he attended.

COUNCIL REPORT:
The Council Report was presented to the City Council. 
OTHER BUSINESS:
No other business was discussed.
ADJOURNMENT:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Blake Banwart to adjourn the meeting to Monday, July 27, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

ATTEST:

/s/ Lisa Sewell						/s/ Andrew Virkler
City Clerk						Mayor 
