 August 10, 2026

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:
Mayor Andrew Virkler called the regular meeting of the City Council to order on Monday, August 10, 2026, at City Hall at 7:00 p.m.    
ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Roll call of the City Council was answered by Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst and Blake Banwart.  Also present at the meeting were Gas/Public Works Foreman, Trevor Bruhn, ISG Engineer, Amanda Goodenow and Joe Formaro. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the agenda of the meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Grant Gearhart to approve the minutes of the previous meeting; the July 2026 Treasurer’s Report with a beginning balance of $1,797,548.33, receipts of $826,033.56, disbursements of $626,665.09 and an ending balance of $1,996,916.80; the July 2026 Budget Report and to order the following bills paid:

	IAMU
	LABOR, METER SET, REBATE PORTAL
	4,243.84

	ACCO
	CHLORINATING SOLUTION
	1,451.10

	AHLERS & COONEY PC
	PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
	530.00

	BENNETT RECYCLING
	GARBAGE & RECYCLING COLLECTION
	17,626.10

	CENTRAL IOWA DISTRIBUTING
	SCRUBS, WIPES
	519.18

	CITY OF WEST BEND
	TRANSFER, CAFÉ PLAN
	12,542.00

	CLAYTON ENERGY CORP
	RESERVATION, SERVICE-GAS
	8,345.99

	COMMUNITY LUMBER
	ROTO ROOT, SUPPLIES
	830.86

	CORNWELL
	AUDIT SERVICES, ATTACHMENT H
	8,490.00

	VEIT, LLC
	IT SERVICES, COPIER CLICKS/MAINTENACE
	844.40

	DEMCO
	BOOK SUPPLIES-LIBRARY
	191.85

	SPENCER OFFICE SUPPLIES
	DATA BINDERS, COPY PAPER, BINDERS
	165.06

	ECOLAB
	PEST CONTROL
	116.95

	EMMETSBURG REPORTER-DEMOC
	CLASSIFIED ADS-CITY CLERK
	230.00

	ENERGY ECONOMICS
	METER TESTING, ANODES
	2,600.51

	FIRST NATIONAL BANK
	BOOKS, SUPPLIES-LIBRARY
	198.70

	INGRAM
	BOOKS-LIBRARY
	1,432.52

	IOWA CODIFICATION
	CODE WEB HOSTING
	450.00

	IA DNR
	ANNUAL FEE-NPDES PERMIT
	210.00

	IOWA ONE CALL
	LOCATES
	36.00

	IPERS
	IPERS REGULAR
	8,598.13

	IRBY ELECTRICAL DIST
	ARRESTERS, BRASS NUTS
	664.47

	NEW COOPERATIVE INC
	ROUNDUP QUICKPRO, FUEL
	2,629.85

	MID AMERICAN ENERGY CO
	CASH REQUEST-AUGUST
	17,000.00

	NIMECA
	PURCHASED POWER, LEGAL FEES
	135,894.55

	NORTHWEST COMMUNICATIONS
	TELEPHONE, INTERNET
	491.17

	OVERDRIVE
	EBOOK/AUDIOS-LIBRARY
	394.30

	PALO ALTO EMERGENCY MNGT
	PER CAPITA CONTRIBUTION
	2,606.00

	POSTMASTER
	POSTAGE STAMPS
	82.00

	QUILL CORPORATION
	OFFICE SUPPLIES-LIBRARY
	51.21

	TITAN MACHINERY
	LABOR, SERVICE, PARTS-LOADER
	1,544.81

	TREASURER-STATE OF IOWA
	SALES, USE, EXCISE TAX, WITHHOLDING
	8,185.09

	TRISTAR BENEFIT ADMIN
	SELF INSURANCE CLAIM, FEES
	3,088.94

	US POSTAL SERVICE
	IMPRINTED ENVELOPES W/POSTAGE
	7,455.05

	WELLMARK BCBS
	HEALTH INSURANCE
	20,608.16

	WEST BEND FORD
	LABOR, PARTS, FLUID
	265.16

	WEST BEND RED POWER
	MOWER, LABOR, SUPPLIES
	15,413.02

	WEST BEND JOURNAL
	PUBLICATIONS-JULY
	563.44

	WEST BEND UTILITIES
	UTILITIES
	7,782.48

	WEST IOWA BANK
	TRANSFER, WIRE FEE, DEPOSIT SLIPS
	7,042.80

	ZIEGLER INC
	GENERATOR PM AGREEMENT
	13,187.61

	DEARBORN LIFE INSURANCE
	EMPLOYEE LIFE INSURANCE
	310.50

	OLSON, CRAIG
	ROOM RENTAL-NIMECA
	266.06

	WALTER SCOTT DISBURSEMENT
	CASH RECONCILIATION-JULY
	13,338.08

	EFTPS
	FED/FICA TAX
	13,656.62

	COOK'S SCRAP IRON & METAL
	CUTTING LABOR
	8.56

	VAN WERT INC
	METERS
	764.69

	I & S GROUP INC
	GENERAL SERVICES-SEWER
	4,897.18

	THE REPORTER/DEMOCRAT
	SUBSCRIPTION-LIBRARY
	59.00

	KOONS GAS MEASUREMENT
	METER, PARTS
	6,909.13

	AMERICAN GLASS COMPANY
	LABOR-COMMUNITY CENTER DOOR
	100.00

	VERIZON
	DATA CARD-POLICE
	40.01

	SIGN WORKS INK
	SIGNS
	183.10

	PEFA INC
	PURCHASED GAS
	9,921.24

	FOUNDATION ANALYTICAL
	WATER/WASTEWATER/POOL TESTS
	170.50

	PALO ALTO CO SHERIFF
	28E AGREEMENT-COMMUNICATIONS
	7,262.79

	PINNACLE MARKETING GROUP
	WEST BEND WEBSITE
	79.00

	LIBERTY NATIONAL INS
	EMPLOYEE INSURANCE POLICIES
	227.00

	ADVANTAGE ADMINISTRATORS
	CAFE PLAN BILLING
	582.00

	AMARIL UNIFORM COMPANY
	FR PANTS
	476.68

	TALL GIRL PUBLISHING
	BOOKS-LIBRARY
	124.00

	AVESIS
	VISION INSURANCE
	77.89

	DELTA DENTAL
	DENTAL INSURANCE
	113.48

	LINCOLN FINANCIAL GROUP
	LOSAP CONTRIBUTION
	13,334.00

	SUBSURFACE SOLUTIONS, LLC
	RECEIVER/TRANSMITTER-GAS
	5,952.91

	NGIRRES AG INC
	USED HOG SLATS-LAGOON
	250.00

	PEDERSON-MOORE ROSE MARIE
	MILEAGE-WSI TRAINING
	250.00

	ALTEC INDUSTRIES, INC
	2025 FREIGHTLINER BOOM TRUCK
	218,000.00

	T-MOBILE
	CELL PHONE SERVICE
	436.62

	CHLOE'S CRITTERS LLC
	CRITTER PROGRAM, MILEAGE
	107.00

	PAYROLL CHECKS
	TOTAL PAYROLL CHECKS
	52,812.07

	
	
	

	 
	CLAIMS TOTAL
	665,313.41

	 
	GENERAL FUND
	86,068.75

	 
	ROAD USE TAX FUND
	2,600.52

	 
	EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND
	3,375.90

	 
	WATER FUND
	6,994.97

	 
	SEWER FUND
	11,519.62

	 
	ELECTRIC FUND
	446,403.01

	 
	KOPAEG FUND
	20,819.83

	 
	GAS FUND
	64,653.29

	 
	LANDFILL/GARBAGE FUND
	19,788.58

	 
	RISK MANAGEMENT/SELF-INS FUND
	3,088.94



Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
FIRST READING OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO SCHOOL NO PARKING ZONE:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the first reading of the proposed ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO SCHOOL NO PARKING ZONE.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.
WAIVE SECOND AND THIRD READINGS OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO SCHOOL NO PARKING ZONE:
Moved by Grant Gearhart, seconded by Joe Montag to waive the second and third readings of the proposed ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO SCHOOL NO PARKING ZONE.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.
ADOPTION OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO SCHOOL NO PARKING ZONE:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to adopt the proposed ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO SCHOOL NO PARKING ZONE.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.  Mayor assigned Ordinance #310.  Said Ordinance shall be in effect from and after its final passage, approval and publication as provided by law. Ordinance shall be published on August 20, 2026.

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR CONDUCT OF CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Blake Banwart to adopt Resolution #2026-40, a Resolution Adopting The Rules Of Procedure For Conduct Of City Council Business.   Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.

RESOLUTION ADOPTING PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST POLICY FOR THE CITY OF WEST BEND, IOWA:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Linda Thilges to adopt Resolution #2026-41, a Resolution Adopting Public Records Request Policy For The City Of West Bend, Iowa.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING FEES RELATED TO PUBLIC RECORDS REQUESTS:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Joe Montag to adopt Resolution #2026-42, a Resolution Establishing Fees Related To Public Records Requests.    Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.      
ISG PLANNING SERVICES PROPOSAL – INFLOW & INFILTRATION STUDY:
ISG Engineer, Amanda Goodenow was present at the meeting to discuss the scope of services related to a study being proposed to assist the City in reducing the inflow and infiltration of storm water into its sanitary sewer collection system.  Moved by Grant Gearhart, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the proposal submitted by ISG, in the amount of $58,000.00, for planning services affiliated with an Inflow and Infiltration Study.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
AMENDMENT TO OWNER-ENGINEER AGREEMENT – WWTP AND LIFT STATION PROJECT:
ISG Engineer, Amanda Goodenow explained that an amendment to the agreement for engineering services affiliated with the wastewater treatment plant and lift station improvements has been prepared because the project has been put on pause.  The inflow and infiltration into the sanitary sewer collection system needs to be addressed first.    Moved by Grant Gearhart, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the amendment to the Owner-Engineer Agreement with ISG, in the amount of -$599,926.89, for services related to planning, design and construction phase of the WWTP and Lift Station Project.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
MCCROMETER PROPOSAL – FLOW MONITORING STUDY:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Grant Gearhart to approve the proposal submitted by McCrometer, Inc., in the amount of $25,408.00, for Flow Monitoring Study.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

CITY CLERK POSITION – INTERVIEW SCHEDULE:
The City Council would like to plan to hold interviews for the City Clerk position at special meetings on August 19th with three candidates being asked to participate.  The Mayor and Council Members will be notified if this date will work for the City Clerk candidates.    The potential hires will be asked if they prefer the interviews to be conducted in closed sessions.
POLICE REPORT:

Police Chief, Anthony Laubenthal submitted his monthly Police Report for the City Council to review.  

ELECTRIC OPERATIONS REPORT:

Electric Operations Manager, Craig Olson prepared the Electric Operations Report for the month of June for the City Council to discuss.  

COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES:

The Mayor told the City Council that Palo Alto County Emergency Management will be updating the County-Wide Hazard Mitigation Plan.

COUNCIL REPORT:
The Council Report was presented to the City Council. 
OTHER BUSINESS:
Council Member Joe Montag stressed the importance of citizens obtaining building permits prior to starting any construction projects.
ADJOURNMENT:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Blake Banwart to adjourn the meeting to Monday, August 24, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

ATTEST:

/s/ Lisa Sewell						/s/ Andrew Virkler
City Clerk						Mayor 
