 September 14, 2026

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:
Mayor Andrew Virkler called the regular meeting of the City Council to order on Monday, September 14, 2026, at City Hall at 7:00 p.m.   
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
The Mayor asked Council Member Grant Gearhart to lead those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Roll call of the City Council was answered by Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst and Blake Banwart.  Also present at the meeting were Kurt Banwart and Emmett Banwart.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the agenda of the meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the minutes of the previous meeting; the August 2026 Treasurer’s Report with a beginning balance of $1,996,916.80, receipts of $416,433.00, disbursements of $599,954.76 and an ending balance of $1,813,395.04; the August 2026 Budget Report and to order the following bills paid:

	IAMU
	WORKSHOPS
	870.00

	ACCO
	CHLORINATING SOLUTION
	478.00

	ADAIR COUNTY TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAXES-WS#4
	229.00

	ALGONA PUBLISHING
	PUBLICATION-CITY CLERK AD
	155.40

	BENNETT RECYCLING
	GARBAGE & RECYCLING COLLECTION
	17,045.05

	RIESENBERG, L PETTY CASH
	POSTAGE STAMPS
	64.00

	CASS COUNTY TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAXES-WS#4
	240.00

	CENTRAL IOWA DISTRIBUTING
	LATEX GLOVES, JANITORIAL SUPPLIES
	475.00

	CITY OF WEST BEND
	CAFETERIA PLAN
	542.00

	CLAYTON ENERGY CORP
	RESERVATION, SERVICE, PURCHASED GAS
	16,205.51

	COMMUNITY LUMBER
	SUPPLIES
	486.61

	VEIT, LLC
	COPIER CLICKS/MAINTENANCE
	338.70

	DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP
	DYE, GUTTER BROOM, PAINT, VALVES
	1,714.38

	DALLAS COUNTY TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAXES-WS#4
	221.00

	DGR ENGINEERING
	NESHAP REPORTING REVIEW
	71.50

	DORSEY AND WHITNEY
	LEGAL SERVICES-SEWER SRF
	5,000.00

	SPENCER OFFICE SUPPLIES
	LABELS, INK, FOLDERS, LEAD
	517.74

	ECOLAB
	PEST CONTROL
	116.95

	EGGERS ELECTRIC
	PUMP MOTOR - POOL
	590.22

	EMC
	ADDITIONAL PREMIUM-LINE TRUCK
	857.00

	FIRST NATIONAL BANK
	BOOKS, DMCA FEE-LIBRARY
	137.53

	HUMBOLDT CO TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAXES-ELECTRIC
	48.50

	IOWA CODIFICATION
	ORDINANCE CODIFICATION
	289.00

	IPERS
	IPERS REGULAR
	8,665.03

	IRBY ELECTRICAL DIST
	WIRE, COUPLER, ENCLOSURE, CAP
	31,691.82

	JP COOKE COMPANY
	PET LICENSE TAGS
	127.95

	KAMPEN FOODS
	SUPPLIES
	19.33

	ELBERT, KIM
	CERTIFICATION, RECORDER, TAPES
	148.05

	KOSSUTH CO TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAXES, ASSESSMENTS
	1,799.50

	RIESENBERG, LISA
	MILEAGE-LIBRARY
	113.40

	SEWELL, LISA
	MILEAGE
	35.00

	NEW COOPERATIVE INC
	FUEL, CHEMICALS
	3,881.80

	MICROMARKETING
	DVD'S-LIBRARY
	325.11

	MID AMERICAN ENERGY CO
	CASH REQUEST-SEPTEMBER
	13,000.00

	NIMECA
	PURCHASED POWER
	111,023.67

	NW COMMUNICATIONS
	TELEPHONE, INTERNET
	475.13

	NYHART COMPANY
	ACTUARIAL CALCULATIONS-2ND 1/2
	1,650.00

	OVERDRIVE
	EBOOKS/AUDIOS-LIBRARY
	2,189.27

	PALO ALTO CO RECORDER
	RECORDING FEES-B OF A
	24.00

	PALO ALTO CO TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAXES-ELECTRIC
	2,473.50

	POLK COUNTY TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAXES-WS#4
	167.00

	POTTAWATTAMIE TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAXES-WS#4
	1,553.00

	PMC ADVANTAGE INSURANCE
	WORKERS COMP PREMIUM AUDIT
	1,097.00

	THEIN WELL COMPANY
	ANNUAL INSPECTION-WELL #7
	215.00

	TITAN MACHINERY
	PARTS, LABOR, SERVICE-LOADER
	4,342.80

	TREASURER-STATE OF IOWA
	SALES & EXCISE TAX, WITHHOLDING
	12,966.66

	TRISTAR BENEFIT ADMIN
	SELF INSURANCE CLAIMS
	1,770.91

	WELLMARK BCBS
	HEALTH INSURANCE
	20,608.16

	WEST BEND CHAMBER
	2025 M40 GRANT - TABLES/STACKING CART
	2,247.50

	WEST BEND JOURNAL
	PUBLICATIONS-AUGUST
	316.34

	WEST BEND UTILITIES
	UTILITIES, REBATE
	6,473.30

	WEST IOWA BANK
	TRANSFER-ELECTRIC SINKING FUND
	7,021.40

	OLSON, CRAIG
	ROOM RENTAL-IAMU TRAINING
	287.84

	WALTER SCOTT DISBURSEMENT
	CASH RECONCILIATION-AUGUST
	14,815.80

	EFTPS
	FED/FICA TAX
	11,445.55

	METER DEPOSIT CUSTOMER
	METER DEPOSIT RETURN
	1,475.00

	COOK'S SCRAP IRON & METAL
	CUTTING LABOR
	21.40

	ITRON
	HARDWARE/SOFTWARE MAINTENANCE
	5,408.44

	WEBSTER COUNTY TREASURER
	PROPERTY TAXES-WS#4
	101.00

	I & S GROUP INC
	ENGINEERING-I&I INVESTIGATION
	6,619.93

	CHEMQUEST INC
	MONITORING & TESTING
	695.00

	VERIZON
	DATA CARD-POLICE
	40.01

	KC NIELSEN
	BATTERIES, WARNING LIGHT
	52.86

	SIGN WORKS INK
	VEHICLE LOGOS-ELECTRIC
	99.54

	BRUHN, TREVOR
	UPS-WATER SAMPLE
	15.23

	MIDWEST PUMP WORKS
	REPAIR KIT, LABOR, SERVICE
	8,370.60

	AXON ENTERPRISE INC
	BODY CAMERA & ACCESSORIES
	8,405.97

	PYE BARKER FIRE & SAFETY
	INSPECTION, PARTS
	1,077.49

	PEFA INC
	PURCHASED GAS
	9,227.46

	SCHUVER, JEREMY
	MOTOR-PACKER
	32.10

	FENCHEL, DOSTER, BUCK
	LEGAL SERVICES
	1,464.00

	ECONO SIGNS LLC
	SIGNS
	955.64

	SCE, LLC
	WATER PLANT DISCHARGE PIPE
	5,450.00

	FOUNDATION ANALYTICAL
	WATER/WASTEWATER/POOL TESTS
	170.50

	TJ ELECTRIC & CONTROLS
	SERVICE CALL-WELL #7
	162.50

	PINNACLE MARKETING GROUP
	WEST BEND WEBSITE
	79.00

	HUBBELL TRUCK & AG
	PARTS, LABOR - DUMP TRUCK
	1,905.32

	LIBERTY NATIONAL INS
	EMPLOYEE INSURANCE POLICIES
	227.00

	ADVANTAGE ADMINISTRATORS
	CAFE PLAN BILLING
	582.00

	AUREON
	OFF-BOARDING
	52.50

	KEMCO TIRES, INC
	TITAN TIRES-LOADER
	6,007.20

	AMARIL UNIFORM COMPANY
	FR CLOTHING
	2,692.63

	AVESIS
	VISION INSURANCE
	77.89

	DELTA DENTAL
	INSURANCE PREMIUM
	113.48

	STALZER, TREVER
	ROOM RENTAL, MEALS
	387.66

	DICKEY CONSTRUCTION, INC
	MANHOLE ADJUSTMENTS
	9,250.00

	T-MOBILE
	CELL PHONE SERVICE
	460.28

	ULRICH, DARRYL
	DEMOLITION GRANT
	5,000.00

	BOMGAARS SUPPLY, INC
	BOOTS, PARTS
	258.39

	WILSON, DENNIS
	CURB RAMP ASSISTANCE
	300.00

	PAYROLL CHECKS
	TOTAL PAYROLL CHECKS
	41,599.23

	
	
	

	 
	CLAIMS TOTAL
	428,501.16

	 
	GENERAL FUND
	55,561.11

	 
	ROAD USE TAX FUND
	14,826.57

	 
	METER DEPOSIT FUND
	1,475.00

	 
	WATER FUND
	13,227.56

	 
	SEWER FUND
	25,299.28

	 
	ELECTRIC FUND
	232,628.33

	 
	KOPAEG FUND
	18,010.93

	 
	GAS FUND
	48,060.02

	 
	LANDFILL/GARBAGE FUND
	17,641.45

	 
	RISK MANAGEMENT/SELF-INS FUND
	1,770.91



Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
COMMUNITY COMMENTS:
There were no comments made by the public.
RESOLUTION APPROVING POSITION AND WAGE FOR CITY OF WEST BEND EMPLOYEE:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Grant Gearhart to adopt Resolution #2026-43, a Resolution Approving Position And Wage For City Of West Bend Employee.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO PROCLAIM TRICK OR TREAT HOURS ON OCTOBER 31, 2026, IN WEST BEND, IOWA:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Joe Montag to adopt Resolution #2026-44, a Resolution Authorizing The Mayor To Proclaim Trick Or Treat Hours On October 31, 2026, in West Bend, Iowa.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.
RESOLUTION APPROVING EXTENSION AND AMENDMENT TO THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND CITY OF WEST BEND REGARDING STATE OF IOWA SETOFF PROGRAM:
Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Brooke Winkelhorst to adopt Resolution #2026-45, a Resolution Approving Extension And Amendment To The Memorandum Of Understanding Between The Iowa Department Of Revenue And City Of West Bend Regarding State Of Iowa Setoff Program.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Grant Gearhart, Linda Thilges, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Motion carried.  Resolution duly adopted.

CONFIRMATION AND APPROVAL OF PACGDC HOUSING INITIATIVE GRANT APPLICATION FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION – DON AND JUDY MILLER:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to confirm and approve the application submitted by Don and Judy Miller for a PACGDC Housing Initiative Grant, in the amount of $20,000.00, for the construction of a new home at 306 2nd Avenue SW.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

MIDWEST TECHNOLOGY PROPOSAL – SECURITY CAMERAS:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve the proposal submitted by Midwest Technology, in the amount of $2,906.03, for security cameras.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
APPOINTMENT OF WEST BEND BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEMBER:
Brian Bormann resigned from his position on the West Bend Board of Adjustment following their meeting held on August 11, 2026.  John Rasmussen is willing to serve the remainder of Brian Bormann’s term.   Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Blake Banwart to appoint John Rasmussen to the West Bend Board of Adjustment to fulfill the term expiring on June 30, 2028.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.       
APPROVAL OF FIRE DEPARTMENT MEMBER – ERIC GOEDERS:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Linda Thilges to approve Eric Goeders as a new member of the West Bend Fire Department.   Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
HOMECOMING PARADE ROUTE:
The West Bend-Mallard School is proposing to hold a parade for their Homecoming Celebration on September 18th.  They have asked that the City Council consider the approval of the route as presented.   Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Blake Banwart to approve the “Homecoming Parade Route” submitted by the West Bend-Mallard School and scheduled to take place at approximately 2:20 p.m. on Friday, September 18, 2026. Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.
SKOGLUND MEATS AND LOCKER SLAUGHTERING PERMIT:
Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Grant Gearhart to approve the issuance of a Slaughtering Permit for Skoglund Meats and Locker, effective October 1, 2026.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT:

Police Chief, Anthony Laubenthal submitted his monthly Police Report for the City Council to review.  

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS REPORT:

Electric Operations Manager, Craig Olson prepared the Electric Operations Report for the month of August for the City Council to discuss.   Craig will plan to provide a tour of the Municipal Light Plant prior to the October 12th City Council Meeting at 6:15 p.m.  He will also make the new bucket truck available to those that would like to see it.

COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES:

Council Member Montag attended a NIMECA Meeting where battery storage projects were discussed.  A potential project is being planned in Laurens or Milford.  There may also be one located in Bancroft.  West Bend will benefit with an allocation of the power produced from the battery storage. Cornbelt is currently preparing a study of the CTS and how they can serve the different communities affected by a shortfall in capacity.

Council Member Thilges talked about Palo Alto County Economic Development and the progress they have made following the split from Kossuth County Economic Development.  Kayla Hagen has been hired under a 1099 agreement as acting director until permanent personnel can be put in place.  They would like to recruit a member of each community’s local economic development group to serve on their board.  A presentation will be made to each of the Palo Alto County communities once they have finalized their plans.  

Council Member Winkelhorst attended a Kossuth County Economic Development Meeting.  She would like to have further discussion on the per capita fees to be paid to both Palo Alto and Kossuth County Economic Development.

COUNCIL REPORT:
The Council Report was presented to the City Council.   Information that was submitted to the DNR for a full-scale pilot for Well #8 was available for the City Council to review.  The City Council was informed that the flow monitoring equipment installation to measure the infiltration of storm water into the sanitary sewer system has been scheduled for September 28th.   With this late date, the City Council felt that the equipment should be installed in the spring so that a full (2) months of monitoring can be done.  Trevor Bruhn prepared a fall lagoon drawdown schedule for the City Council to keep for future reference.   
OTHER BUSINESS:
The City Council discussed sidewalks and the different options that may be available to begin working with property owners to make improvements.
ADJOURNMENT:
Moved by Linda Thilges, seconded by Joe Montag to adjourn the meeting to Monday, September 28, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

ATTEST:

/s/ Lisa Sewell						/s/ Andrew Virkler
City Clerk						Mayor 
