September 28, 2026

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:
Mayor Andrew Virkler called the regular meeting of the City Council to order on Monday, September 28, 2026, at City Hall at 7:00 p.m.    
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Council Member Grant Gearhart was asked to lead those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Roll call of the City Council was answered by Joe Montag, Linda Thilges, Grant Gearhart, Brooke Winkelhorst and Blake Banwart.  Council Member Linda Thilges attended the meeting by telephone.   Also present for the meeting were Gas/Public Works Foreman, Trevor Bruhn, Brittney Nielsen and Joe Formaro. 			

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the agenda of the meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Blake Banwart to approve the minutes of the previous City Council Meeting.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

COMMUNITY COMMENTS:

Joe Formaro commented on lagoon draw down report that was given to the City Council at the September 14th Council Meeting.  Joe Formaro was under the assumption that the 3-cell lagoon was currently being operated as a 2-cell lagoon with the pipes being open allowing flow back and forth between two of the cells.  Joe would like more information on the lagoon draw down in the fall.    

RESOLUTION APPROVING QUOTATION FOR REPLACEMENT OF RESIN IN THE SOFTENERS AT THE WEST BEND WATER TREATMENT PLANT:

Gas/Public Works Foreman, Trevor Bruhn attended the meeting to discuss options and the quotations for replacement of resin in the softeners at the West Bend Water Treatment Plant.  Trevor has been in contact with ISG, Iowa DNR and Iowa Rural Water regarding the softeners at the water treatment plant.  After due discussion, Joe Montag moved, Grant Gearhart seconded to adopt Resolution #2026-46, a Resolution Approving Quotation For Replacement Of Resin In The Softeners At The West Bend Water Treatment Plant.  Roll call of vote, “Ayes” – Joe Montag, Linda Thilges, Grant Gearhart, Brooke Winkelhorst, Blake Banwart; “Nays” – None.  Resolution duly adopted.  

MIDWEST TECHNOLOGY PROPOSAL – IP TELEPHONE SYSTEM:

Moved by Brooke Winkelhorst, seconded by Blake Banwart to approve Midwest Technology proposal for a new IP Telephone System, in the amount of $820.00 for labor and hardware and $183.10 for monthly charges.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.    

P & R ENTRY DOORS, INC ESTIMATE – INSULATED OVERHEAD DOORS:

Moved by Blake Banwart, seconded by Joe Montag to approve the P & E Entry Doors Inc. estimate for the installation and replacement of the insulated overhead doors, in the amount of $5,178.28, at the Old County Shed.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.  

AKRIDGE CONSTRUCTION ESTIMATE – MATERIAL/LABOR FOR BUILDING REPAIR:

Moved by Blake Banwart, seconded by Brooke Winkelhorst to approve the estimate submitted by Akridge Construction for material and labor for building repair at the Old County Shed in the amount of $8,078.82.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.  

CONFIRMATION AND APPROVAL OF DEMOLITION GRANT APPLICATION – BRUCE BANWART:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by Brooke Winkelhorst to confirm and approve the Demolition Grant Application through PACGDC, in the amount of $5,000.00, for the demolition of the house located at 507 3rd Avenue SW.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.  

APPLICATION FOR PRIVATE WELL – WEST BEND-MALLARD COMMUNITY SCHOOL:

Moved by Joe Montag, seconded by	Grant Gearhart to approve the application submitted by West Bend-Mallard Community School for approval to dig private wells for the geothermal project for the school addition.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative. Motion carried.  The Iowa DNR also approved a construction permit for a private well for their project.   

WEST BEND COMMUNITY CENTER IMPROVEMENTS:

The West Bend Community Center Board is planning to apply for a PACGDC grant to replace old ceiling tiles and install new lighting fixtures at the Community Center.  The Council looked at the sample material available at City Hall for them to view.  The consensus of the City Council is to proceed with applying for a grant for ceiling tile and lighting improvements at the Community Center. 

GAS/PUBLIC WORKS OPERATIONS REPORT:
Gas/Public Work Foreman, Trevor Bruhn prepared the Gas/Public Works Operations Report for the City Council to review.  
COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES:

The City Council Members talked about meetings that they have attended.

COUNCIL REPORT:
The Council Report was presented to the City Council.
OTHER BUSINESS:
No other business was discussed.
ADJOURNMENT:
Moved by Grant Gearhart, seconded by Joe Montag to adjourn the meeting to Monday, October 12, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Roll call of vote, all present voting in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

ATTEST:

/s/ Kim Elbert						/s/ Andrew Virkler
Deputy Clerk						Mayor 
